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 St. John's Chapel United Church of Christ 
 4344 South Fremont Avenue 
 Springfield, MO  65804-7306 
  www.stjohnschapel.org 

 



(* Denotes when all who are able, please stand.) 
 

(Five minutes before the service starts, Pastor and ACM will begin walking to the center of the  
labyrinth.  At the half way point Pastor will turn  and say the following.  ACM will do the same when 
he reaches the half way in his walk.  Or should we just wait until we are both at the center of the 
labyrinth?) 
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Pastor: Welcome in the name of Christ to Stephan Scharf’s Service of Recogni-

  tion.  Stephan has chosen to begin his Service of Recognition with a 
  labyrinth walk of the peregrine, meaning “one from abroad”; a foreigner, 
  traveler, or pilgrim.  He chooses to do this walk surrounded by clergy 
  and laity.  We ask that all the ministers, pastors, priests, rabbis, or imam 
  present form the first circle around the labyrinth with all others around 
  them. 
 

ACM: Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, Stephan makes a sym-
  bolic journey to the heart of God as he moves into full recognition of his 
  ministry at St. John’s Chapel UCC and the Western Association of the 
  Missouri-Mid south Conference of the United Church of Christ.  He will 
  use a chant for his meditation on the awesome responsibility of taking 
  on the mantel of Christ.  He asks that you join him in this chant—as you 
  meditate on how God has called you to participate in building God’s 
  reign on earth. 
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 (“one from abroad”, a foreigner, traveler or pilgirm) 

Stephan now enters the labyrinth, chanting, and then everyone joins in the chant. 
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Pastor - Rev. Becky Hebert home - 882-0415, cell - 773-6702  
Organist - Kyle Aho church office - 881-5175; fax - 881-1647 
Music Director  - Chris Brammer www.stjohnschapel.org 
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 (From the center of the labyrinth.)  
Pastor: We come to worship in the name of the triune God: Creator, Son and 
  Holy Spirit 
AMC: Peace be with you. 
All: (respond in song)  “And with your spirit.” 
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��  “Be Thou My Vision” No. 460 
Hymn to be repeated until all are in place inside the sanctuary.  The musician (guitar?) needs to lead 
the procession into the sanctuary with Stephan.  When the guitar enters the sanctuary, the organ/piano 
needs to synch up with the guitar and continue playing Be Thou My Vision until all are in their assigned 
places. 
 

(Clergy follow Stephan followed by laity into the sanctuary.) 
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,-.          Rev. Solomon Codillo 

Pastor: Praise be to God!  Praise God, O my Soul! I will praise God as long as I 
 live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

People: Do not put your trust in nobles, in mortals , in whom there is no 
 help.  When their breath departs, they return to t he earth: on that 
 very day their plans shall perish.  

Pastor: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 
 Sovereign their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that 
 is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the op-
 pressed; who gives food to the hungry.  



People: God sets the prisoner free; God opens the e yes of those who can-
 not see.  God lifts up those who are bowed down; G od loves those 
 who are righteous.  

Pastor: God watches over the strangers, and upholds the orphan and the 
 widow, but the way of the wicked God brings to ruin. 

All:  The Sovereign will reign forever; your God, O  Zion, for all genera-
 tions. Praise be to God.  
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       Rev. Dr. John Steinberg 
Pastor: On this glorious occasion let us let God, wipe us clean from the guilt we 
 carry over real sin or imagined wrongs. 
 

 Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp for our feet and light for our path, we 
 recognize and confess that we have failed to respond fully to your gra-
 cious presence in our lives.  We confess that we are captive to sin and 
 need Your help to be released from it. 
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���	�&���++      Rev. Dr. John Steinberg 
Pastor: God hears the confessions of our hearts and lips.  Through Jesus Christ 
 we are forgiven all our sins, and by the Holy Spirit we are empowered for 
 new life. 
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John 17: 20-24 p. 985 Rev. Becky Hebert   
 Pastor: This ends the lesson from the gospel. Hallelujah! 
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  All sing the Response: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrew 12: 1-2 p. 1097 Rev. Dale Parson 
 
 Please be seated 

 
������������������������  “Kirchengemeinschaft” The Rev. Dale Parson 
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 Continued next page... 
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Rev. Dale Parson 
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(Red Booklet Insert) 
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 Trumpet: Taylor Kollmeir 
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Isaiah 43: 18, 19, 20b, 21  Dr. John White 
 

Pastor: Thus says ADONAY, “Remember not the former things, nor consider the 
  things of old.  Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
  you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
  desert. I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink 



  to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they 
  might declare my praise.” 
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Pastor: Let us acknowledge the gift that only God can give--life itself, wisdom,   
  love, joy and all the provisions that sustain us. In response to God’s 
  gifts let us prepare the table with our gifts, taken from our lives and  
  given to help in CUE (Chicago, United, Eden) Seminary Support. 
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    Vicki Claborn, Organ 
 

(Ushers will return once they collect the offering and while offertory music is still 
being played.  There will be no doxology.) 
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#�/�������      Rev. Lansford Lawrence 
Pastor: Gracious God, accept our humble gifts and offerings: and multiply their 
  effect in the advancement of Your reign.  Amen. 
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 Pastor Stephan Scharf





Stephan: In company with all believers in every time and place and beyond 
 time and place, we come to this table to know the risen Christ in the 
 breaking of the bread. All who seek Christ are invited. 
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   Pastor Stephan Scharf 

Stephan: On the night when he was betrayed Jesus took bread, and when he 
 had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is 
 given to you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way he took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup  
 which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this 
 in remembrance of me.” 

  
 Gracious God, bless this bread and bless the fruit of the vine. Remind 
 us of our communion with all believers when we eat and drink at this 
 table. Come, for all things are ready. 
 
 Motion for people to be seated.. 
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(All are invited to participate.  The center circle of cups contains grape juice.  
Please hold the bread and then the cup so that all may partake together.) 
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            Rev. Becky Hebert 
Will all who are able please stand. 
We thank You, God, for sending us Stephan Scharf an d gathering us around 
this table where we have known the presence of Chri st who strengthens our 
faith and increases our love for one another.  Amen . 
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Becky: May God bless you and keep you. 
Stephan: In German 
 

Becky: May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
Stephan: In German 
 

Becky: May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. 
Stephan: In German 
 

Becky: Amen 
Stephan: In German 
 

Together: And the people said, “Amen”. 
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��  “By Gracious Power””  
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All are cordially invited to a reception in the  
Fellowship Hall following the service. 
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Rev. Solomon Codillo 
Rev. Dr. John Steinberg  

Dr. John White  
Rev. Lansford Lawrence 

 


