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 4344 South Fremont Avenue 
 Springfield, MO  65804-7306 
  www.stjohnschapel.org 

 
December 13, 2009 

The Angel of 
    Peace 

“The  

Christmas  

Spirit” 
An original pageant play 



(* Denotes when all who are able to please stand.) 
 

GatheringGatheringGatheringGathering     ”Variations on Greensleeves” Linker 
 

As you enter the sanctuary we invite you to observe silence and enter into re-
flection. 
 

Today’s worship revolves around the Children’s Christmas Pageant which will 
focus on getting the Christmas spirit.  You might want to reflect on your under-
standing of the Christmas spirit and what it takes to get it. 
 
Space to write  down your thoughts: __________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

You may wish to light a candle at the Communion table to symbolize the con-
cerns or joys you carry with you to worship, or whatever is in your heart and 
mind.  Or you may wish to reflect where you are seated, or if you reflect better 
walking, please walk around the sanctuary and reflect upon the images you en-
counter. 

 
Meditative HymnMeditative HymnMeditative HymnMeditative Hymn    “Spirit of the Living God” No. 297 
 
Welcome and AnnouncementsWelcome and AnnouncementsWelcome and AnnouncementsWelcome and Announcements    

Members and guests, please sign the friendship pad and pass it down to the 
end of the pew. Then, pass it back toward the aisle noting the names of those 
seated next to you. After worship, greet those who are sitting in the pew with 
you. 

December 13, 2009 Third Sunday of Advent                       10:30 A.M. 
 Children’s Christmas Pageant 

St. John’s Chapel 
United Church of Christ 

4344 S. Fremont Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65804-7306 

www.stjohnschapel.org 

Liturgist: Eleanor  Berger 



*Processional Hymn*Processional Hymn*Processional Hymn*Processional Hymn “Celebrate Immanuel’s Name” No. 162 
 

*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle     Representing... 
           The Independent Women 
           Evelyn Edwards, Clo Ella Leverenz, 
           Phyllis Bender and Lois Rahmoeller 
 

Silent Meditation and Personal ConfessionSilent Meditation and Personal ConfessionSilent Meditation and Personal ConfessionSilent Meditation and Personal Confession    
(During this time of inward reflection and repentance, you may want to use the 
“Examen,” which simply means an examining of our lives in a prayerful way.  It 
is different from a prayer of confession in that it reviews both the good and the 
bad of our lives.  You pause to look back over your week, or as many days as 
you wish to examine, and notice where you have partnered with God.  In other 
words, when were you trying to do it alone and when did you ask God to assist 
you?  You can also remember the events, encounters or insights that felt like 
gifts from God and those that did not.  Or remember the times in the day when 
you gave and received love, and when you did not give or receive love.  Once 
your days are reviewed and examined you may journal what you uncovered, or 
simply imagine offering your insight up to God to let God love you just as you 
are.) 

 

*Assurance of Forgiveness*Assurance of Forgiveness*Assurance of Forgiveness*Assurance of Forgiveness    
 

*Gloria Patri*Gloria Patri*Gloria Patri*Gloria Patri                          (“Glory Be to the Father” No. 9 in Sing to the Lord) 
 

First Reading of ScriptureFirst Reading of ScriptureFirst Reading of ScriptureFirst Reading of Scripture       Isaiah 12: 2-6 p. 628 
 

Morning Prayer, Lord’s Prayer Morning Prayer, Lord’s Prayer Morning Prayer, Lord’s Prayer Morning Prayer, Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 
 

OffertoryOffertoryOffertoryOffertory “One Small Child” Larson 
 

*Doxology and Dedication Prayer    *Doxology and Dedication Prayer    *Doxology and Dedication Prayer    *Doxology and Dedication Prayer    (“Praise God” No. 7 in Sing to the Lord) 
 

Gospel ReadingGospel ReadingGospel ReadingGospel Reading Luke 3: 7-18 p. 935 
 

    
    
    
    
    



“The Christmas Spirit”“The Christmas Spirit”“The Christmas Spirit”“The Christmas Spirit”    
Children’s Christmas Pageant, 2009Children’s Christmas Pageant, 2009Children’s Christmas Pageant, 2009Children’s Christmas Pageant, 2009 

Directed & written by Tona Griggs & David Rowett 
 

Our CastOur CastOur CastOur Cast    
Sadie Harper (Gwen)                       Mariah Datema (Catherine & Angel of Love) 
Clint Burton (Seth)                           Karli Rowlett (Angel of Hope) 
Carsen Glaser (Gabriella)                Grace Harper (Brooke & Angel of Joy) 
Emma Datema (kitten)                      Keith Burton (puppy) 
Sarah Graham (Abby & Angel of Peace) 
    
Closing HymnClosing HymnClosing HymnClosing Hymn            “Joy to the World”                No. 173 

First Verse, Performed by Our Children 
Verses 2-4, Everyone please join together in Song 

 
 
 

*Benediction*Benediction*Benediction*Benediction 
 
Organ PostludeOrgan PostludeOrgan PostludeOrgan Postlude “Sortie Sur un Vieux Noël” Fleury 



You, whether a member or guest, are an important and valuable part of this St. John’s 
Chapel Community. Your participation in this worship service is a blessing. May you 
always know God’s gift of unending love. 
 
A nursery is available during worship for children up through three years of age. If you 
need help locating the nursery, please ask an usher. 
 
Hearing-assistance devices are available for use during worship. If you would like to use 
one, please ask an usher to get one for you. 

KKKKeep the following people in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

Members:  
Tona Griggs: was diagnosed with double pneumonia at the emergency room  

Tuesday night.  Rather than being admitted to the hospital, Tona opted to 
recuperate at home where Dave is nursing her back to health. 

Alice Shoemaker: An omission in last week’s bulletin failed to note that it was  
 Alice’s wrist that was sprained. 
Sharon Haislip: will undergo chemotherapy for four weeks as an extra precaution, 

but she is feeling really good.  And with every test result and check-up, the 
outcome continues to be, “All clear”. 

Family and Friends: 
Peggy Gilbert: (Friend of Tona Griggs) is battling aggressive breast cancer. 
Josephine Walker: (Jeanne Kruger’s mother) is at Magnolia Square, Room 228. 
Joyce Johnson: (Friend of Glenda Weise), Her breast cancer has returned. 
Todd McClain: (Cousin of Melissa Burnett) is undergoing extensive medical tests. 

A big “Thank You” to all of you for the prayers on my behalf, the cards, and 
the beautiful prayer shawl from the Women’s Guild.  I am truly grateful for all the 
support from the church family.  God is good! 
  ���������	
�	��

It is a very busy time of year, so here’s a reminder that… 
 Messenger items are due Monday, December 21 

An early reminder that reports for the Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting  
 will be due prior to January 17. 
 The Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting will be held Sunday, January 17. 



TODAY is our Annual Christmas Fund Offering. This offering helps pro-
vide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retired church 
workers, emergency assistance to clergy families in need, and Christmas checks 
to hundreds of annuitants. 

 

Our Stewardship for Sunday, December 6, 2009 
 

Sunday School       15 Offering  $5.00 
Worship    116 Offering  $4,820.50 

_|àâÜz|áàá_|àâÜz|áàá_|àâÜz|áàá_|àâÜz|áàá? ? ? ? It’s a New Year!  Sign up now for January in the Narthex~ 

St. John’s Chapel UCC Staff 
 

Rev. Becky Hebert Pastor’s Home: 882-0415  Cell: 773-6702 
 Pastor’s E-mail: pastor@stjohnschapel.org 
Secretary: Deb Hall Church Office: 881-5175    FAX: 881-1647 
 Church E-mail: sec@stjohnschapel.org 
Music Director - Chris Brammer  
Organist - Vicky Claborn 
Nursery Attendant - Lea Ann Kruger  
Custodian - Lee Bartell 

 
 We need 3 more volunteers. 
 Please consider serving at The Kitchen,  
4:15, Sunday, December 20.  
The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 

2010 Membership Directories  
The compilation of updated information for our new Membership Directory is now 
complete, and your help is needed to fold, crease and staple as follows: 
 

• Monday-Thursday, December 14-17, 9:00 am-1:30pm. 
• Find at least one hour, a friend, and come to help in groups of two or more.  
• Call Deb in advance to let her know you’re coming at 881-5175. 
 

Completed directories are available on Sundays only at this time. 
                                                                                                Thanks!  Deb HallThanks!  Deb HallThanks!  Deb HallThanks!  Deb Hall 

‘tis the season  

to GIVE & 
to SERVE 

 



You are invited to the  

Glendale High School Holiday Celebration Glendale High School Holiday Celebration Glendale High School Holiday Celebration Glendale High School Holiday Celebration     
under the direction of Chris Brammer,  

Friday, December 18 at 6:30 pm.   
Schweitzer United Methodist Church, 2747 E. Sunshine 

 

December 20, 10:30 am— 

                        YtäÉÜ|àx [çÅÇ fâÇwtçYtäÉÜ|àx [çÅÇ fâÇwtçYtäÉÜ|àx [çÅÇ fâÇwtçYtäÉÜ|àx [çÅÇ fâÇwtç 
 
December 24, 7:30 pm 

                                        g{x V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx g{x V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx g{x V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx g{x V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx     
                                                                VtÇwÄxÄ|z{à fxÜä|vxVtÇwÄxÄ|z{à fxÜä|vxVtÇwÄxÄ|z{à fxÜä|vxVtÇwÄxÄ|z{à fxÜä|vx    

Something Very Special 
The Friendship Circle Christmas Party 

is being hosted at the home of Cynthia Gromer~ 
December 15 • 6 pm 

You are cordially invited to a Benefit Service celebrating the 40th Anniversary of 
the Council of Churches 

A Celebration in Song 
Christmas at Stone Chapel 

Sunday, December 20, 7 pm 
Stone Chapel, Drury University, 900 N. Benton Avenue 

www.christmasatstone2009.com 
Noted soloists joined by the adult & children’s choirs of  

Brentwood Christian Church & National Avenue Christian Church 



 
Worship — 10:30 AM 

 
Pastor’s Day Off — Friday 

 
Secretary’s Office Hours: 8:30 AM — 1:00 PM Monday-Friday 

December 13, 2009December 13, 2009December 13, 2009December 13, 2009    
Jim May will open the church in December 

 
Today: Third Sunday of Advent .................................................................... 10:30 am 
 Children’s Pageant 
 Congregational Budget Meeting 
 Crosslines toy and clothing donations due today~ 
 Poinsettia dedications are due today~ 
 Independent Women .......................................................................... 1:00 pm 
 Confirmation Class ............................................................................. 5:00 pm 
Monday: Grace & Weight .................................................................................. 5:30 pm 
Tuesday: Men’s Brotherhood ............................................................................. 8:00 am 
 Friendship Circle Christmas Party ...................................................... 6:00 pm 
 Wednesday:S p i r i t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

 ................................................................................................... 4:30 pm 
 Bells ................................................................................................... 6:30 pm 
 Chancel Choir .................................................................................... 7:40 pm 
Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent .................................................................. 10:30 pm 
 Favorite Hymn Sunday 
 Frogs Christmas Party ......................................................... To be determined 
 The Kitchen ........................................................................................ 4:15 pm 
 Confirmation Class ............................................................................. 5:00 pm 

    

Our Mission StatementOur Mission StatementOur Mission StatementOur Mission Statement    
 

St. John’s Chapel UCC is called to love unconditionally, seek justice, foster spiritual 
growth, and embrace diversity of thought and body as taught by Jesus Christ. 

         Carsen Glaser       Clint Burton             Emma Datema    Grace Harper 

Karli Rowett     Keith Burton         Mariah Datema      Sadie Harper   Sarah Graham 


