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by Pastor Becky Hebert 
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   Oh if I could keep the “lazy days of summer” from so quickly sifting through our fin-
gers.  But alas, I cannot.  So for now, I am relishing each moment of this slower pace 
with no Spiritual Development or Confirmation classes for which to prepare.  Then 
there’s Sundays with no Sunday School.  I could sleep in late if only my body would 
let me. 
 

   How I love summer!  Yet, I know my mind and body will again welcome the new 
adventures of fall.  And what a spectacular adventure awaits us this fall.  We have been 
asked to take on a mentoring role on behalf of the Western Association of the Missouri 
Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ for Stephan Scharf. 
 

   If you have not yet had a chance to meet Stephan, his wife Jane, and son Christopher, 
please take a moment to introduce yourself.  Stephan and his family come to us from 
Germany where Stephan had been working toward ordination in the Evangelical 
Church of Germany.  Then the company for which Jane worked transferred her to the 
United States for at least two years. 
 

   Stephan, not wanting to sit idle for two years, wishes to find a way to continue his 
work toward ordination.  He approached me about getting some practical experience in 
ministry while here.  He has also been in conversation with the Western Association of 
the UCC and met with the association’s Committee on Ministry.  He is seeking to be-
come a licensed minister.  The Committee on Ministry highly recommends he follows 
through with that process. 
 

“Licensing is the act whereby the United Church of Christ through an Association, in 
cooperation with a person and a Local Church of the United Church of Christ, recog-
nizes and authorizes that member whom God has called to perform specified duties in a 
designated Local Church or within that Association.”1  Usually a licensed minister does 
“supply preaching” from church to church or serves as minister of a small congrega-
tion.  In Stephan’s case, he will be licensed to do both. 
 

The local congregation’s council is highly involved in the licensing process.  I learned 
today that a person seeking licensing applies through his or her Local Church. 
 

While going through the licensing process Stephan will be doing ministry for and with 
St. John’s Chapel as a lay volunteer minister.  This idea has been presented to council 
and approved.  As a lay minister he can do everything except administer sacraments.  
Once licensed, he will function similar to an Associate Minister-in-training.  We will 
be his mentors.  We will be a teaching church (sort of like a teaching hospital training 
an intern).  Starting August 2nd, Stephan will be keeping office hours—and taking part 
in worship starting on August 8th.   
 

Since he will receive no pay, and will not negotiate a call contract.  He needed only the 
approval of council to be our minister-in-training—which he received.  I’m excited and 
Stephan feels God-sent to me. 
             Blessings, 
             Pastor Becky 
 
1Licensed Ministry, Section 7 of 10 United Church of Christ Manual on Ministry, p.1. 
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Roll Call : Members present: Christy Gra-
ham, Mary Lou Datema, Jim May, Nancy Ander-
son, Steve Fortner, Curt Bartell, Judith Bartell, 
Elaine Tebbenkamp.  Members absent: Jeanne 
Kruger, Shirley Datema.  Pastor Becky opened 
with a prayer. 

 
Secretary’s Minutes : (Mary Lou)  Minutes 

from the June meeting were read and approved. 
 
Financial Secretary : (Shirley Datema)  Al-

though Shirley was absent, she did submit her 
report.  Shirley reported total deposits of 
$8,994.00 for the month of June.  It should be 
noted that on June 13, no worship services 
were held at the chapel due to the Missouri Mid-
South gathering at Drury.  Average weekly offer-
ing was $2,929.34 compared to an average last 
June of $1,945.44, which is actually up $983.90 
from last year. 

 
Treasurer:  (Steve Fortner)  Total expenses 

for the month of June were $12,779.75.  Total 
income was $8,793.29.  The money market 
amount is $9,466.02.  Even though our ex-
penses have been running under budget,  we 
are still dipping into the money market monthly 
to meet expenses, and this fund will be depleted 
quickly.  The continued budget shortfall will be 
addressed at the semi-annual meeting. 

 
Board of Christian Education:  (Christy)  

Vacation Bible School will be held July 19-23. 
 
Building and Grounds:  (Judith for Lee and 

Corneil)  The cover on the vent hood control 
wasn’t replaced after inspection and this will be 
checked on.  Judith reminds us that the tem-
perature control on the water heater needs to be 
turned up to hot in order for it to work and it 
needs to be left up for the summer. 

 
Landscaping:  (Nancy)  The garden is grow-

ing well and produce will be ready soon. 
 
Stewardship:  (Nancy)  A letter regarding 

increasing pledge amounts was recently sent 
out. There has been some response. 

 

Department of Spirituality:  (Nancy)  A re-
treat is scheduled for October. 

 
Pastor’s Report:  (Pastor Becky)  The Lilly 

grant has been mailed and we will know 
whether we got it or not in November.  We are 
hoping for the best! 

Pastor Becky really enjoyed her recent vaca-
tion.  Pastor Becky did report that Charles 
Young, husband of former organist Becky 
Young, passed away this week.  Matthew 
Wiese, Glenda Wiese’s nephew, is out of inten-
sive care and will be leaving the hospital this 
week.  Pastor Becky has also been asked  by a 
UCC minister in Chesterfield to make contact 
with a family here in town with a UCC back-
ground that experienced a tragedy this week.  
She is following up on this. 

 
Old Business:   After some discussion, 

some tweaks were made to the lease being of-
fered Kids First.  Jim will be contacting them 
shortly about that. 

 
New Business:   An agenda was set for the 

semi-annual meeting on July 18.  The congre-
gation will be polled at the meeting to see if, in 
the future, they prefer to eat before or after the 
meeting.  There was much discussion about our 
budget concerns.  At this rate we will  essen-
tially be out of money by the end of the year. 
Council looked at the current budget to see 
where further cuts can be made to try to get us 
to the end of the year, as well as budget-related 
suggestions that came from the town hall meet-
ings.  The budget will be addressed in depth at 
the semi-annual meeting. 

 
Church opener for August will be Christy 

Graham. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Mary Lou Datema, secretary 
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The Board of Christian education met on 
Tuesday, June 22 at 6:30 pm.  Members pre-
sent were Chuck Andrews, Shirley Datema, 
Christy Graham , Eleanor Berger, Butch Still-
man, and Helen Keeton. 

The topic of the evening was Vacation Bible 
School.  Chuck will have 30-45 minutes for the 
“High Seas” themed story time.  The rest of the 
time will be divided between cinema, crafts and 
snack time.  We will again collect canned goods 
to be donated to Crosslines. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
There will be no July meeting.  The next 

meeting will be Tuesday, August 24 at 6:30. 
Helen Keeton 
Secretary 

'���(��������
4 C. zucchini 
11/2 t. cream of tartar 
Dash of salt 
3 T. flour 
1 T. lemon juice 
Dash nutmeg 
1 1/4 C. sugar 
1 1/2 t. cinnamon 
1 t. butter 
 

Peel zucchini, cut lengthwise and scoop out 
seeds.  Slice to resemble apple slices.  Cook 
zucchini 10 minutes in small about of water.  
Drain.   
 

Mix cream of tartar, salt, flout, lemon juice, nut-
meg, sugar and cinnamon with zucchini.  Dot 
with butter.   
 

Make topping by mixing butter, sugar and flour.  
Pour zucchini mixture in unbaked pie shell.  
Crumble topping mix over zucchini ingredients.  
Bake at 375° for 45 minutes.  Enjoy! 
 

This recipe shared by 
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TOPPING 
1 stick butter 
1/2 C. sugar 
1 C. flour 
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· 3 cups all-purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

· 1 teaspoon salt 

· 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

· 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

· 1 teaspoon baking soda 

· 3 eggs 

· 2 cups white sugar 

1 cup vegetable oil 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

· 2 cups grated zucchini 

· 1 cup chopped pecans 
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 

· 1 tablespoon orange zest 

· Whipped cream, for serving 

· Zucchini ribbons, for serving 
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Preheat oven at 350 degrees F. Grease (2) 9 by 
5-inch loaf pans. 

Sift together flour, baking powder, salt, spices 
and baking soda. 

In a large bowl, beat eggs until light and fluffy. 
Add sugar, and continue beating until well 
blended. Stir in oil, vanilla, zucchini, pecans, 
chocolate chips, and orange zest. Stir in sifted in-
gredients. Pour into prepared loaf pans. 

Bake for 50 minutes, or until a skewer inserted 
in the middle comes out clean. Remove loaves 
from pans and cool. Chill before slicing. Serve 
with whipped cream and ribbons of zucchini. 

������������������������ ����from the SJC 
Community Garden 
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Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 
July 19, 2010 

The meeting was called to order after a carry
-in dinner by council president Jim May, and 
opened with a prayer by Pastor Becky.  The 
minutes of the January 17 annual meeting were 
reviewed and approved. 

 
Financial Secretary’s Report:   (Shirley 

Datema)  Shirley reported total deposits to June 
2010 of $69,598.25.  Offering to this date has 
been $58,782.85 which is an increase of 
$6,060.83 over last year.  $39,380 has been re-
ceived so far in pledged giving.  15 pledges are 
over the pledged amount by $3,201; 12 pledges 
are under by $3,184; and 5 have given the 
amount pledged.  Shirley stressed the impor-
tance of giving what we can in this time of need 
for our church. 

 
Treasurer:  (Steve Fortner)  Total income as 

of June 30 is $64,402.  Total expenses have 
been $79,808.90, leaving us a deficit amount of 
$15,406.90. We are actually spending less than 
budgeted, but are still operating at a deficit.  The 
money market currently stands at $9,466.02 
since we have been drawing from it to meet ex-
penses. 

 
Endowment:  (John Allen)  The importance 

of considering a gift to the Endowment Fund 
was stressed.  Total investments to this date are 
$184,026.84.  Over the life of the Endowment 
Fund, $41,861 in interest and increased growth 
in funds have been earned by the church. 

 
Pastor’s Report:  (Pastor Becky)  Pastor 

Becky gave a reflection of her time here with us, 
asking us to consider whether our quest for 
God’s presence has been successful.  Pastor 
Becky looked back at our growth in spiritual de-
velopment, our worship services and the many 
memories she holds dear involving our congre-
gation.  She read a brief portion of the sabbati-
cal narrative and then reminded us that  ”just 
when you think all is lost, that is the begin-
ning…….” 

 
President’s Report:   (Jim May)  Jim re-

minded us that as a congregation, we are facing 

some serious issues that necessitate our need 
to work together.  We face immediate financial 
issues as well as challenges on how we are go-
ing to help our church with long-term growth. 

 
Old Business: 
Jim reported that the Kids First lease is cur-

rently being re-negotiated. 
Mary Lou gave a brief update on the sabbati-

cal and grant application. Copies of the grant 
application are available in the office, and we 
will plan for both the possibilities of getting the 
grant, and also the possibility that we may need 
to plan for the sabbatical time without the finan-
cial help of the grant. Either way, it can be an 
exciting time for growth for us as a congrega-
tion.  We will find out in November if our grant 
application was successful. 

Jim gave a summary of the town hall meet-
ings and reminded congregants to feel free to 
express their concerns openly and honestly.  
Several negative, anonymous letters have been 
received ; this is not only counter-productive, 
but cowardly.  Honest opinions and constructive 
comments are always welcome. 

New Business:  The preferred format for 
congregational meetings was discussed and 
voted on; whether we prefer to meet then eat, or 
eat then meet, or hold meetings at separate 
times from carry-in dinners. The vote was to 
keep congregational meetings and dinners 
separate in the future, and several expressed 
the preference for having meetings in the fellow-
ship hall rather than the sanctuary so that the 
sanctuary can remain a sacred place of prayer 
for us. 

Finance and budget issues were addressed. 
Steve went over the current figures and deficit, 
and presented us with a revised budget for July-
December of this year. The 2009  budget had a 
net loss of $41,000. The revised  budget  for 
2010 Steve presented trims off $11,000 in budg-
eted items for the rest of this year.  If 60 families 
would increase their giving by $20 a month, that 
would help to get us past the current $14,000 
deficit, which we face even with the revised 
budget.  We will then face a new budget based 
on our income for 2011. 

Steve went over the town hall meeting dis-
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The Hat Lady —Rhonda Spence, was con-
tacted by Alice Shoemaker on a recent trip to 
Omaha, NE, when Rhonda reported that she 
was hobbling around on a “booted” broken leg.  
Thank goodness she is able to work, Rhonda 
shared, looking at the silver lining.  Rhonda 
sends a big hello and prayers to all of us, so 
let’s send some back to her in Omaha. 
 Rhonda Spence 
 9622 Miami St. 
 Omaha, NE  68134-5660 
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  Thanks to everybody for their 
prayers, cards, and visits while I was in 
Quail Creek.  At home, I am now getting 
therapy twice a day.  But not every day. 

  I am especially grateful to Pastor 
Becky for her calls and visits.  She has 
been a real friend. 

�� ���������	
�� �

cussion points regarding the budget along with 
the finance committee responses.  These are all 
available in the town hall meeting notes in the 
office. Some suggestions given at the town hall 
meetings were fundraisers, increased giving, 
the holding of some sort of community festival, 
increasing the Kids First rent, finding some in-
come from our land, and encouraging building/
sanctuary use for events such as meetings or 
weddings. 

There seems to be a strong feeling about not 
going into debt created from securing a line of 
credit, so we need to look at cutting expenses 
and increasing income. 

Concerns were also addressed about the 
choir director’s salary. Judith will be talking with 
Chris Brammer, Pastor Becky and Tona about 
some of these concerns. 

The congregation was reminded (as we en-
joyed the fruits of these labors at our dinner), 
that the community garden was never meant to 
be a fundraiser; but rather it is designed as an 
evangelism and outreach tool.  Any profits real-
ized from produce will go right back into the gar-
den for supplies. 

After some discussion, it was voted by the 
congregation to accept the revised budget sub-
mitted for 2010. 

 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 

Prayer at 2:10 p.m. 
 

 Please bring food items by 
Sunday , August 8th  as our 
next Crosslines Day is August 10 .  Much ap-
preciation to all who help and provide for our 
monthly Crosslines Day! 
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Financial Secretary’s Report 1, Semi-Annual Meeting 
* Corrected July 19, 2010 by Deb Hall 

Financial Secretary’s Report 2, Semi-Annual Meeting 
* Corrected July 19 by Deb Hall 

· Both Financial Secretary’s Reports 1 & 2, presented in the Semi-Annual Meeting Report on July 
18, 2010, have been updated as follows by Deb Hall with the help and approval of Shirley 
Datema, Financial Secretary. 

·  
On “Financial Secretary’s Report 1”: The headings of the last three rows were corrected as follows— 
 3rd to last row    Was JUN 09   Now reads, To JUN 10 
 2nd to last row    Was This mo/yr   Now reads, To JUN 09 
 Last row     No changes 
  
On “Financial Secretary’s Report 2”: $10.00 was removed from MAY Envelopes, then the envelope 
year to date total updated, then the MAY year to date total updated, and then the overall total ad-
justed from $10,825.40 to $10, 815.40. 
 
The updated areas on both reports are highlighted in gray.  Errors were made by Deb Hall when 
transcribing Shirley’s notes.   Thank you for updating your reports per the above. 
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...who was born  on July 5, 2010 which is his 
Great Grandmother Irene’s birthday.  Benja-
min was 9 pounds, 14.7 ounces and 22 inches 
at birth. 
 
The parents are Ben and Jennifer Ruddell of 
Gilbert, Arizona; the grand parents are Debby 
and Mike Warkins of Chicago, whom so 
many know; Debby being the daughter of Earl 
& Irene Reed. 
 
Isaac is Earl and Irene’s first great grandchild.  
Congratulations everyone! 

Congratulations! 
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Fourteen children learned about God’s Love during this 

week full of fun, fellowship and activities.  Our 2010 staff in-
cluded Bible stories, Chuck Andrews; Songs, Joyce Burton, 
Shirley Datema, and Eleanor Berger; Crafts: Helen Keeton, 
Jan Rund and Mia Datema; Snacks, Shirley Datema and Elea-
nor Berger; Play time, Joyce Burton; and our Support Team: 
Carolyn Wolfe and Lea Ann Kruger.  A big Thank You to Mar-
sha Schatz, Christy Graham, Beverly Graham, & Jim May for 
their financial support and to those who dropped off snack 
items.  The children had a wonderful time and learned some 
valuable Bible lessons. as well as expending time and energy 
helping to support our community project, Crosslines. 
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3 Norman Steinhauer,  
 81 years 
 Wes Summers 
4 Mia Datema 
5 Sadie Harper 
8 Jessie Cannady 
 Susan Long 
10 Ty Shurtz, 97 years 
11 Vanessa Gonzenbach 
13 Clint Burton 
 Dan Kruger 
14 Evelyn Edwards, 80 
 years old 
15 Alex Gannon 
 Mac Gannon 
17 Tyler Bartell 
19 Erin Brown 
 Robert Lockhart 
 Eric Trumbell 

Birthdays  

Anniversaries  
1 Kenneth & Ida Lois Weber, 62 years 
3 Casey & Abby Ventrillo 
4 Greg & Wendy Pace 
6 Dwayne & Evelyn Blumenstock, 61 
 years 
 Tim & Susan Thompson, 27 years  
8 Clayton & Beth Bartell 
12 Bob & Doris McMinn, 43 years 
13 Richard & Lorinda Rehagen 
 Larry & Caroline Pohlman, 37 years 
14 Kyle & Carrie Aho 
17 Adam & Angela Gannon 
 Kent & Betty Weber, 37 years  
20 Dennis & Cynthia Gromer, 44 years 
 Derek & Summer Rund 
22 Trent & Amanda Moeller 
23 Gene & Gerry Duillo, 43 years 
 Jeff & Lisa Peach 
24 Chuck & Marilyn Stockman, 27 years 
25 Rev. Robert & Aileen Dohm, 60 years 
30 Anthony & Michelle Hunt 

������������������������� ���
20 Betty Weber 
21 Mark Gelner 
 Stacey Livingstone 
 Thomas Scully 
23 William Cannady 
 Jeff Peacher 
24 Shanee Rahmoeller 
25 Tim Kruger 
26 Tommy Kruse 
27 Richard Datema 
28 Mike Datema 
29 Dr. Steve Dodge 
31 Beverly Graham 

There are many unmentioned Angels who si-
lently perform acts of kindness every day.  Tell oth-
ers about the Angels Among Us at St. John’s Chapel 
by dropping a note by the office. 
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A very big thanks to angels Jim and Ida Barry, 
and Corneil and Shirley Datema for all the hard work 
they do at Camp Aurora.  They volunteer many 
hours each year to keep this special place up, running 
and ready for campers.  Thanks! 

Here’s saying it again...THANK YOU everyone 
who helped with Vacation Bible School this year.  It 
takes a lot of creative energy to keep everyone’s 
mind, body and soul nourished.  Thank you for mak-
ing another summer of fond memories for the 
younger generation at St. John’s Chapel! 

Can we say thank you enough to those who live 
The Word by serving at the Kitchen?  Our respect 
and appreciation go to Carrie Aho, Ed & Nancy 
Anderson, Chuck Andrews, Shirley Datema, Charles 
Dunham, Beverly Graham, Clo Ella Leverenz, Jenni-
fer & Ed Peaco, Lois Rahmoeller, Jan Rund, Johna 
Steinhauer, Esther Steinhauer, Loy & Ken Swanson, 
Elaine & Gary Tebbenkamp, and Carolyn Wolfe and 
the additional volunteers signed up for September 
through December.  THANK YOU! 

And speaking of kitchens, it takes a small army 
to set up tables, put down the place mats and flat-
ware, warm the food, serve drinks, wash dishes, then 
put everything back into its proper place.  The real 
fellowship in our many Fellowship Dinners is experi-
enced each time we work together to break bread to-
gether with our faith family.  Thank you to all the 
behind the scenes helpers.  And a special thank you 
to the baker of that Hummingbird Cake!  Donna, you 
know who you are. 

As Pastor Becky said in her opening letter this 
month, how brief the days of Summer!  So we must 
thank our young acolytes (and their parents) who put 
aside sleeping in, late lazy breakfasts,, and just gen-
eral summer relaxation on their appointed Sundays.  
You are a special group of young ladies and your 
presence adds much to our service every week.  
Thank you! 
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The church will be opened in 

the month of August by: 
Christy Graham~ 

����� #�1�*����!�
Tenth Sunday of Pentecost 
Communion 
�

����� #�1�*����:�
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
�

����� #�1�*����!;�
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

����� #�1�*����$$�
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

����� #�1�*����$<�
Jeffery Whitman, Conference Minister 
 

Pastor John and 
Karen Masters 
have a new e-
mail address: 
jkmasters@att.net. 
 
Please send your 
cards and letters 
to Virginia Shean 
at Ozark Nursing 
& Care Center, 
1486 N. River-
side, Ozark, MO  
65721. 

July 22, 2010 
Thank you for your congregation’s recent gift of 
$83.33 to our campus ministry @ The House. 

Best Wishes, 
Rev. Howard C. Cavner 
Campus Minister 

July 20, 2010 
Thank you for your gift of $330.00...used to 
support the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
per your request. 

Peace, 
Susan M. Saunders 
One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator 
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Membership Di-
rectories are avail-
able in the office.  
Inform Deb Hall of 
errors, changes 
and updates.  
THANK YOU!   

��7�=������1���	� —�
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Gifts or bequests may be from $1 to and unlimited amount.  An Endowment 

Fund Board of Trustees member can explain the many types of gifts and can 
provide further information as to possible designation. 

Gifts of $5,000 or more may be Named and Designated (e.g. the John Doe 
Christian Education Ministry, or the Jane Doe Music Ministry). 

Designated and undesignated gifts are useful gifts in any amount.  The 
yearly interest income will be made available for use by St. John’s Chapel. 

Next,  “More about the St. John’s Chapel UCC Endowment Fund... 
Bob Lockhart is available to answer all questions regarding Endowment giv-

ing and contributions to our Chapel.  Reach Bob at 881-3811. 
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Brian & Suzanne Welde announce the 
birth of their daughter,  
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Born  May 7, 2010 
in 

Kansas City, Missouri. 
Grand-parents are  

Charlie and Marsha Schatz. 
 

Any questions call Marsha, 823-7522. 
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Please remember to bring your pledged giving 
up-to-date. 

A review of the budget vs. actual may be ob-
tained from the church office, if desired. 
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*��� is Monday at 5:30 pm. 
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Money Market $9,466.02 
   
Regular Checking $779.88 

  
TOTAL CASH $8,686.14 

  

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 2010 
  2009 2009 2010 2010 2010 
  ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGETED 

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES INCOME EXPENSES  EXPENSES 
January $8,771.14  $10,693.97  $11,542.07  $15,118.43  $14,092.32  
February $8,978.75  $10,565.63  $12,173.28  $12,995.21  $13,417.44  
March $10,564.49  $12,328.65  $10,102.13  $13,221.46  $13,212.58  
April $10,092.11  $10,691.77  $8,999.18  $13,287.33  $13,882.33  
May $10,042.54  $11,999.36  $12,792.05  $12,406.72  $11,927.57  
June $7,807.12  $12,576.36  $8,793.29  $12,779.75  $14,382.44  
July $7,967.38  $11,572.00        
August $9,578.14  $14,193.01        
September $8,971.07  $11,141.77        
October $9,201.15  $11,196.94        
November $13,854.74  $11,733.19        
December $14,353.51  $13,899.52        




 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

 



St. John’s Chapel  
United Church of Christ 
4344 South Fremont Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65804-7306 
 
Return Service Requested 
August 2010 
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Springfield, MO. 
Permit No. 1558 


