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Usually all the hype about us forgetting what Christmas is all about wearies me. 
Mainly, I think it is just a bunch of dooms-day, “isn’t it awful” talk. Ministers write 
sermons about it. We all complain about how commercialized Christmas has become 
and wish they’d stop putting out Christmas stuff until after Thanksgiving. To be hon-
est, I also like all the gift giving of Christmas. I like receiving presents, and I like 
given-um. This time of year with all its hustle and bustle always ignites a glow of 
excitement and warmth in me. It is almost as if you can taste love in the air. 

This year I find myself wondering whether I can find more meaningful ways to 
celebrate the season. Due to the financial crunch we are all facing, I will not spend as 
much time shopping and decorating. This leaves me with more time to reflect on the 
true meaning of Thanksgiving and Christmas. All our wishes for a less commercial-
ized Christmas may come true this year. We may discover we should be more careful 
about that for which we wish. For this will certainly affect the livelihood of so many 
in retail, wholesale and manufacturing. Of course, I am not going to feel too sorry for 
the mega discount department stores. So they lose a million or two. But for the peo-
ple who lose their jobs due to the cut backs of companies who want to minimize 
whether they lose a million or two, I do grieve. 

Economics has never been my best subject. There is this “grabiosis” disease to 
which we humans seem prone. You know—the grab more and more stuff syndrome 
that seems to afflict so many in our country. Yet, when we stop being able to do our 
grabbing, the economy goes to “hell in a hand basket.” So, as I wonder about ways to 
give the season more meaning, I wonder whether it’s a good thing that our greed is 
suffering a setback. I’ll have to tell you later whether spending less, giving less and 
getting less gives the season more meaning. 

My hunch is it won’t unless I feel the void with some pretty spectacular substi-
tutes. So, I have started listening to my own sermons. In Mark’s gospel on “the 
apocalyptic discourse,” (Mark 13:24-37) I hear Jesus telling me to be more alert to 
the little apocalypse in my life and in our life together. “An apocalypse,” says the 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing, “means simply a tearing away, a removal of the veil to 
allow us to see what is always there.” So, this Christmas I am going to try and be 
more observant and aware of the tears in the fabrics of our lives—asking what the 
great Weaver can do to help me weave it back together. 

With the second Sunday of Advent scriptural text (Mark 1:1-8), I heard Mark’s 
offer of a new beginning to the Christ story—a beginning that begins with a wild and 
crazy prophet named John the Baptist—calling us to join him in the wilderness to 
come clean about who we are. So I’m going to spend some time in the wild with 
John this Christmas. Will all of this put more meaning in the season? I don’t know. 
I’ll let you know when it is all over, and you can tell me what put real meaning in 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year for you. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to all! 
Pastor Becky 
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Roll Call: Members present: Tona Griggs, Nancy 
Anderson, Clo Ella Leverenz, Mike Berger, Rita Al-
len, Mary Lou Datema, Vanessa Gonzenbach, Linda 
Marshak, and Pastor Becky Hebert. Absent: Dennis 
Gromer. Guests Bob Eggleston and Jack Gonzen-
bach were also present. 

Pastor Becky Hebert opened the meeting with 
prayer. 

The meeting began with guest Bob Eggleston 
giving us a report on roof replacement. options. Bob 
has gotten three estimates for a new roof, ranging 
from $42,120 to $27,247. 

After review, council came up with some addi-
tional questions for Bob to take back to the three 
lowest bid companies, which are CMS, Allied, and 
Dale’s Roofing. He will then report his findings back 
to council. 

Guest Jack Gonzenbach then gave an update on 
the Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund Board 
of Trustees met on Oct 22. Jack reported that as of 
September 30, the fund’s value totaled $182,267. 
The board decided to open the search for best CD 
rates to other companies rather than just those of-
fered by A.G. Edwards, as has been done in the past. 
The board is looking for at least one more member. 
Financial knowledge would be helpful. Please con-
tact Jack for further information on the Endowment 
Fund or serving on the Board. 

Secretary’s Minutes: The minutes of the Sep-
tember meeting (there was no meeting in October) 
were approved with one correction. The item listed 
as an addenda in the September library report was 
removed from the record due to inaccuracy. 

Vice- president: (Linda Marshak) No report. 
Financial Secretary: (Mike Berger) Mike re-

ported total deposits of $9886.66 for the month of 
September. This includes $9318.51 in offering and 
pass-throughs of $568.15. Average weekly offering 
for the month was $2329.63. Average Sunday atten-
dance was 79, both down some from the same month 
last year. Total deposits for October were 
$10,314.48, including $9121 in offering, with pass-
throughs of $1193.48. Average weekly offering for 
October was $2280.25 and average weekly atten-
dance was 83, again, both down some from last year. 

Treasurer’s Report: (Vanessa Gonzenbach) To-
tal income for the month of September was $9886 
and for October was $12,814.48. At this point in the 

year total expenses are $155,788.82 and total income 
has been $135,934.32, a difference of $19,854.50. It 
was noted that $2500 was borrowed from the money 
market to replenish the checking account after pay-
ing for the HVAC units earlier this year. The check-
ing account balance for the end of October after this 
transfer was $3138.23. The money market balance as 
of the end of October was $65,309.49, the building 
maintenance CD was $3467.58 and the CD was 
$44,631.85, bringing total assets to $116,547.15. 

Pastor Becky requested a much more simple re-
port be prepared to share with the congregation list-
ing only total income/total spending/difference as a 
good way of presenting an accurate cash flow pic-
ture. 

Strategic Planning: (Vanessa Gonzenbach) This 
committee met and will be now taking a hiatus 
unless called by council to do otherwise. It was noted 
that $19,096 of the Mary Smith money remains. Paul 
Blackwell and Karl Kruger are making a plan for on-
going building maintenance, as that has never been 
done. This will help us to plan for routine mainte-
nance, rather than waiting until there is a problem. 

Board of Service Ministries: (Clo Ella Lever-
enz) CloElla will investigate the possibility of some-
one who might be willing to service the color copier 
on a volunteer basis, as it doesn’t appear to be cost-
effective to pay to try to have it fixed. 

Board of Christian Education: (Tona Griggs) A 
Bunco Night will be held on Nov 15. Hitched and 
Happy relationship classes, sponsored by Operation 
Us and the Forest Institute will begin on January 12. 
The classes will be taught by Jinny Datema and are 
open to the public as well as our congregation. 

Sunday school monitors are still being researched 
and the board is in the process of getting quotes for 
those. 

Worship and Music: (Rita Allen) no meeting 
has been held. Rita has completed compiling written 
communion procedures to be added to the council 
handbooks. 

Linda Marshak did report that one of the larger 
handbells is in need of repair. There is money in the 
account to take care of this. 

Library : (Rita Allen) Inventory has been com-
pleted. 

Building and Grounds: This new committee 
will be meeting Nov. 17. 

Stewardship: (Tona Griggs for Dennis Gromer) 
Pastor Becky reported that a letter to the congrega-
tion regarding stewardship will be going out along 
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A review of the budget vs. actual may be obtained 
from the church office, if desired. 

 
OTHER FUNDS 
 
Money Market $67,761.39  
   +     48.10 Interest 
  - 2,500.00 Debit 
  $65,309.49 
 
Building Fund CD $ 3,467.58 Matured 8/08 
 
Other CD $44,466.65  
       165.20  Interest 
 $44,631.85 
 
TOTAL ASSETS: $116,547.15 

Please remember to bring your pledged giving up-
to-date. 

MONTH 2007 
INCOME 

2007 
EXPENSES 

2008 
INCOME 

2008 
EXPENSES 

2008 
BUDGET 

January $12,157.00 $19,064.63 $12,843.28 $14,105.78 $14,917.00 

February $15,435.73 $13,250.23 $10,352.93 $11,486.45 $12,836.00 

March $22,900.00 $30,873.54 $18,535.07 $16,499.27 $18,560.00 

April  $13,278.00 $10,779.05 $15,517.71 $13,557.35 $18,924.00 

May $12,454.24 $22,999.01 $16,555.88 $29,607.56 $12,055.00 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2008 

June $11,700.50 $12,307.08 $13,100.00 $16,269.75 $13,840.00 

July $15,925.00 $12,307.08 $12,217.89 $13,664.47 $13,524.00 

August $9,973.50 $11,540.70 $14,110.42 $12,599.08 $12.038.00 

September $14,516.92 $17,158.34 $9,886.00 $14,575.30 $14,715.00 

October $10,552.83 $11,276.67 $12,814.48 $13,423.81 $13,964.00 

NOTE: Income and Expenses include the total in-
come and expenses for the month. 
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David Rahmoeller: The kidney donor is 

not eligible to continue to be a donor for David. It is back 
to square one. If you know of anyone who would like to 
be a donor, please let us know, and we will give you the 
name and number of our coordinator. Please continue to 
keep us in your prayers. David and Debbie 

-��.�*��-�*�.�*�/�'�
Please note: Price Cutter Floral can pro-
vide a pair of two altar arrangements for 
$40, including delivery to the church. 
This is a new price. The flower chart is 

on the easel in the narthex. When you sign up, please 
note whether you wish to order them through the 
church or get the flowers on your own. If you order 
flowers through the church, please make a check to 
the church and write “Flowers” on the memo line 
and enclose in an envelope marked “Flowers”. 

The Messenger 
Items are due 

Monday, Dec. 22nd. 
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We hope you can worship regularly in the coming weeks, but if you should be unable to attend ser-
vices, we want you to know of the special activities during the Advent season. They are listed below, and we 
hope that you include them in your planning. 

Please put these dates on your calendar, and give this schedule to a friend or neighbor and invite them 
to worship. 

May the Advent Season be a joyous one for you and yours as we once again remember our Savior's 
birth. Our prayer is that God will bless and keep you in God’s care. 
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   Youth FROG’s will assist 
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The service will include a procession of the Chrismon ornaments and 

wreaths. 
You may begin to bring toys and clothes (for children up to 23 mo. old) for 

Crosslines Toystore. 
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Remember to bring the following: 
Food for Crosslines – Our church’s turn to help is Tuesday, Dec. 9 
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Evangelical Children's Home offering will be received. 
Last Day to Turn in Poinsettia Donations 
3:30 PM Caroling to shut-ins - Everyone is invited to carol. Meet at  

church 
Final day to bring toys (for children up to 23 mo. old) for Crosslines 

Toystore. 
�+��!�1����"3  -
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Christmas Fund offering will be received. 
Following worship (in Sanctuary) - Congregational Meeting to approve 

2009 Budget 
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7:30 PM - St. John's Chapel (babysitting provided) 
11:00 PM - St. John's Church (located at corner of Scott and Main Streets) 

 

��	��
����1�.�1����	  at 1 PM or 1:30 PM in Lee & Judy Bartell’s home for anyone who does not have a 
family dinner to attend. Please RSVP to the church office or Judy Bartell (881-8007) by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17. 
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with 2009 budget information and pledge cards on 
Nov. 14. She will be preaching a stewardship sermon 
on Nov. 16. 

Nov. 23 is designated as Stewardship Sunday 
with a carry-in dinner. The pledges will be tallied 
and then reported at the dinner so that we can begin 
to think about the 2009 budget. A final budget pro-
posal will then be presented to the congregation on 
Dec. 21. 

Department of Spirituality:  (Nancy Anderson) 
The trees have been cut down in front and the new 
sign is up. 

Visioning Committee: (Nancy Anderson) No 
report. 

Pastor’s Report: (Pastor Becky) Hanging of the 
Green is scheduled for Nov. 29th at 5:00 pm. All are 
invited. The Ozarks Cluster met at the chapel on Nov 
2. Lay congregation members as well as pastors from 
the southwest region attended. The group agreed to 
continue to meet quarterly at different locations. Pas-
tor Becky would like to take 4 days of her remaining 
vacation between Christmas and New Year’s. She 
would like the congregation to hear the sermon 
preached a the Missouri Mid-south conference meet-
ing, and will be using this on tape that week. Council 
approved her taking of this vacation time. 

Tom Richards asked off for the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving. He has found a replacement, and 
council agreed that Tom be paid for this. This policy 
may be reviewed when personnel policies are fin-
ished up. 

Old Business: The personnel committee will be 
meeting Nov 16 after church. Annual review of paid 
personnel still needs to be done. This committee will 
also look at sample evaluation forms as they formu-
late new ones for our use. The committee will also 
look into how to best show appreciation for our staff. 

Concerning the sexual misconduct policy, moni-
tors are being priced. 

Mike Berger will come up with a letter to remind 
those that made pledges where they currently stand 
on their givng. 

CMS+ software appears to be the best choice for 
consolidating financial reports. Adding on the mod-
ule we need would cost about $300. Tona and Mar-
tha are working on this. 

The budget committee will meet on Nov 24 and 
Dec. 9 to finalize real numbers for next year. A 
budget package will then be presented to the congre-
gation, including how to best manage building and 
grounds money. Vanessa proposed that we take the 

building CD and turn it into a maintenance fund for 
preventative maintenance. The CD matures in Au-
gust of 2009. This then could become a fund of roll-
ing dollars that doesn’t have to be re-budgeted every 
time there is a need. 

There was some follow-up discussion regarding 
the meeting council had with conference minister 
Dale Parson after the cluster meeting Nov. 2. Tona is 
doing some research on the conflict resolution proc-
ess that was discussed and will share her findings 
with council. 

New Business: Since John Allen has resigned as 
bookkeeper, Martha Gray has expressed interest in 
taking that on. She has bookkeeping experience. 
Council proposed adding 3 additional hours per week 
to her schedule to compensate her for these addi-
tional duties, subject to a 90 day trial period. This 
will be subject to congregational approval of the 
budget. 

Milly Peterson will be taking over as our new 
organist. She has subbed for us before. Milly wants 
to work 3 weeks out of the month, and has already 
found someone who would fill in for her for the 4th 
week. 

Regarding the labyrinth, Tona and Pastor Becky 
will be meeting with Wickmans regarding job com-
pletion and payment options as this project has not 
yet been finished. 

The church may once again opt for a Sam’s 
membership to save money on the purchase of office 
supplies. 

Pastor Becky will work to secure a babysitter for 
the Christmas Eve service. 

It’s time to be thinking about people willing to 
take on council and committee positions being va-
cated at this time of year. Vanessa, Mike, Rita and 
CloElla are going off council and will form the 
nominating committee to look for replacements. 

It has been suggested that we need to complete 
an inventory of the contents of our building. Vanessa 
will look into that. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Mary Lou Datema, Secretary 

Office
Closed
Today
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The Board of Service Ministries met briefly after 

church. Elaine Tebbenkamp, Beverly Graham, Johna 
Steinhauer, Clo Leverenz and Pastor Becky were in 
attendance. 

The abbreviated meeting included a treasurer’s 
report that funds were down to a balance of about 
$387. As a result, the radio ads will be suspended for 
the month of November. 

Pastor Becky reported that Norman Rahmoeller 
is in a Springfield rehab. facility, where progress is 
slow. There is also a continuing concern regarding 
the reduced Sunday morning attendance. 

The sponsor for new member Adam Cunningham 
will be Tom Richards. The sponsor for new members 
Rhonda Glaser and Melissa Burnett will be Tona 
Griggs. 

It was discussed that another member of our faith 
family is currently experiencing much economic dif-
ficulty. It was decided to take a free-will offering for 
Vickie Russell and her extended family. 

The Christmas schedule will be included as an 
insert with the Sunday morning bulletin and posted 
in the Messenger, instead of a mailing this year. Fly-
ers will be distributed throughout the neighborhood. 
The FROGS will be asked to assist with this task. 

The next meeting will be held December 2 at 
7:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Elaine Tebbenkamp 
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Friendship Circle met on Tuesday, November 18, 

2008 with 18 members present and two guests, Dr. 
Steven Dodge and Louise Eggleston. 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Beverly Graham. 

Our devotion was presented by Beverly Graham 
entitled “The Importance of Each Color”. Minutes 
from the October meeting were read and approved. 

Committee Reports: Treasurer Margaret Dodge 
gave her report: after expenses of $2887.26 for ba-
zaar expenses and deposits of $2341.53 from the ba-
zaar, we had a balance on hand as of November 17, 
2008 of $1654.40. 

Ida Barry gave the Crosslines Report: 57 families 
were served with a total of 154 people given food 

0�)*(��-��/*����)���(��)�����
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Due to getting The Messenger out sooner because 
of Thanksgiving, any Minutes will be in the next is-
sue. Thanks! 

November 11, 2008. Total expenses for the month 
were $250.81. After deposits of $250.00 of donations 
from Becky Young, the Children’s Sunday School 
offering and Circle offering the balance on hand is 
$984.10. 

Unfinished Business:  The election of new offi-
cers. Eleanor Berger volunteered to serve as the 
President, Judy Bartell as VP, Cynthia Gromer as 
Secretary, Margaret Dodge as Treasurer, Helen 
Keeton as Cards, Margaret Dodge as Historian, Cyn-
thia Gromer as Librarian, Beverly Graham and Judy 
Bartell as Wedding Coordinators and Judy Bartell 
and Ida Barry as Funeral Dinner Chairpersons. 

It was brought up to continue our donation to 
Emmaus Homes in St Charles and Marthasville and 
the Evangelical Children’s Home of $50 each and 
$100 to the UCC Conference. Jan Hale moved we 
accept, and Elle Berger seconded the motion. It was 
carried. 

New Business: Shirley Datema brought up the 
question of whether continue having the bazaar or 
maybe each member donating to the treasury. Dis-
cussion of the alternatives for treasury money fol-
lowed. It was tabled until the December meeting. 

The list for the 2009 meetings and hostesses was 
established and it was decided to eliminate August 
and have dinner out in January in lieu of regular 
meeting. 

Our offering was collected for the Crosslines 
Fund. 

The program was presented by Dr. Steven Dodge 
on the topic of “Science vs. Religion,” A Family 
Feud. It included the history of science and how it 
relates to creation and biblical studies. 

Delicious refreshments were served by hostesses 
Margaret Dodge and Beverly Graham. 

Our next meeting will be December 16 at the 
home of Eleanor Lockhart, with our Christmas 
gift exchange of Secret Pals. 

Acting Secretary, Cynthia Gromer 
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Special recognition is noted for birthdays over 
80 years and anniversaries over 25 years. 
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1 Karen Dodge 
3 Johna Steinhauer 
4 Patrick Gromer 
5 Cynthia Gromer 
6 Samantha Hines 
 Kara Weber 
8 Mike Warkins 
9 Adam Datema 
 Susan Thompson 
10 Elizabeth Pace 
11 Judy Bartell 
 Mike Blumenstock 
 Shari Blumenstock 
12 Lindsay Jordan 
 Jim Spencer 
14 Brian Welde 
15 Bill Cannady 
 Charles Dunham 

17 Don Keeton 
 Jacki Riffey 
18 Logan Bartell 
19 Eric Rikard 
 Kannon Hunter Tanner 
20 Betty Huneke 84 
21 Tim Zay 
 Abbie Bartell 
23 Larry Pohlman 
24 Joshua Wiese 
26 Kevin Graham 
27 Mariah Datema 
28 John Allen 
 Bobby Tillery 
 Ron Wagner 
30 Chris Dunham  
 Alan Lockhart 
 Camile Lockhart 
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Sunday, December 7 — Meeting 
After Worship 

 
Saturday, December 20 — Christ-
mas Party and Gift Exchange at 

Paul and Jami Blackwell’s 

The church will be opened in 
The month of December by: 

Tona Griggs and Mike Berger 

1�������*�����(�(�
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As part of our church’s outreach 
project, four people are needed to 
serve on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month at The Kitchen, 424 E. 

Commercial. The sign-up sheet through 2008 is on 
the church activities’ bulletin board between the sec-
retary’s office and the confirmation pictures. Volun-
teers should arrive at The Kitchen at 4:15 pm and 
will be finished by 6 pm. For more information, 
please contact Nancy Anderson 863-7309. 

YOU CAN HELP BY SAVING the following 
items for various worthwhile causes. Collection con-
tainers are on the narthex tables. Best Choice UPC 
bar codes, Campbell Soup labels, General Mills Box 
Tops for Education, and printer cartridges. (Board of 
Service Ministries earns money for publicity.) 
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12 Danny & Joyce Burton 
23 Jim May & Donna Harper 
27 Dr. John & Diane Kaicher 
 John & Perdy Scafe 59 
28 Kevin & Janie Scully 
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10/28. Thank you for your support for Chicago, 
United and Eden Seminaries. We have received your 
gift, and I want you to know how grateful we are for 
this support. These gifts were received in the CUE 
office during the months of March through August, 
2008. 

Each year we are thrilled by commencement ex-
ercises in the spring, .… And then each fall, new stu-
dents arrive on our seminary campuses, continuing 
students return, and faculty experience a renewed 
sense of commitment for their on-going mission and 
ministry. Throughout the year, faculty and students 
are also involved in a variety of settings beyond the 
seminary campuses. Through all of these times, we 
are reminded that theological education is both very 
personal and incredibly far-reaching. 

Our seminaries are critical to the life of the UCC, 
and your support is critical to our seminaries …. 
Thank you for your support! 

 
With deep gratitude, 
Ann S. Moyer 
Executive Director 

10/30. Thank you for your congregations recent 
gift for our Campus Ministry @ The House. Chris-
tian ministry with college students matters. 

It matters because the “campus”: 
* has such great influence on our culture. 
* is where tomorrow’s leaders are being 

formed and influenced. 
* is where innovation and new ideas that bene-

fit our world are hatched. 
* is populated by gifted people who are re-

sponding to God’s call to lend a helping hand 
to those in need. 

* is often a lonely place where people need the 
saving grace of a loving God. 

For these reasons and more, we are grateful that 
you believe in what we do at Missouri State Uni-
versity in Christ’s name. 
 
Best Wishes, 
Rev. Howard C. Cavner 
Campus Minister 

The Festival of Sharing has received your donation 
and gratefully acknowledges this cash gift. Thank 
you for putting your love into action. 

Thank you for your faithful support of 
Crosslines. I’m writing to let you know about a huge 
increase of demand for our services and ask for your 
help. 

In 2007, we distributed 632 Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets; this year, we approved 967 applications. I 
expected an increase in requests for the holidays, but 
I am stunned by an increase of 53%. 

On top of the huge increase in requests, the cost 
of the food for the baskets has also went up dramati-
cally, even with a local supplier giving us a good dis-
count. In addition, the meat...had been donated by 
Willowbrook for years. That plant closing…means 
we have an additional expense of approximately 
$15,000 to pay for meat in the food baskets for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

We need your help now! Can you make a special 
gift to Crosslines? We often say Crosslines is here 
“because there could come a time when any one of 
us could use a little help.” If you can help at this 
time, you are a blessing. 

Thank you for helping us serve God’s people in 
need. 

Sincerely, Pam Copling, Director 

“Thank You’s” 
Continued from Page 5. 

As we approach the holiday season, The Kitchen 
thanks you, our friends, for your continued support. 
Your generosity allows us to provide for the working 
poor and homeless families God has entrusted to our 
care. 

The face of the homeless has changed over the 
past several years. There are more single women and 
families than ever before in need of assistance. We 
currently have 42 single women and 43 families with 
66 children living in our emergency and transitional 
shelter. For the first time in the history of The 
Kitchen, we have a waiting list of over 40 women 
and families needing shelter. 

I am often amazed by the generosity of others. 
Just the other day, The Kitchen received a donation 
from Laura, age 12, Annie, 8 and Rachel, 6. These 
sisters sold lemonade and chips for two days, raising 
$20.75 for our homeless families. This kind gesture 
reminded me that even children are willing to help 
those in need. 

Sincerely, 
Rorie Orgeron, CEO, The Kitchen, Inc. 
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The Women’s Guild met Nov. 13 with 18 mem-
bers and a guest, Deane Ruppert, present. Sheldon 
Smith presented the program telling about his experi-
ences in the Air Force as a glider pilot and later as an 
instructor. 

Evelyn Blumenstock gave the devotional. 
The October minutes were read and the treasurer 

reported a balance of $834.39. 
Cards were sent to Rev. John Masters and Rev. 

Norman Rahmoeller. 
Old Business: The receipts from the bazaar were 

less than past years. Thanks were given to all who 
helped. 

New Business: Virginia Blumenstock’s name 
was present as Secretary for two years. Motions were 
made and passed to elect her. 

No one has been found for the office of Presi-
dent. 

The amounts for benevolent giving are Emmaus 
Home $100, Evangelical Children’s Home $100, 
Crosslines $50, Friendship Circle $150, Ozark Food 
Harvest $100. Motions were made and approved for 
these expenditures. 

The December meeting will be a luncheon with 
the officers providing the dessert. New gifts suitable 
for ages 0-23 months will be brought in place of a 
gift exchange. 

The meeting closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Submitted by 
Esther Steinhauer, Secretary 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 
The church has new email 

and website addresses. 
 

NOTE: THE OLD EMAIL ADDRESSES WILL 
NOT WORK BEGINNING IN JANUARY. 
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR CONTACTS. 

 
Send email to Pastor Becky at: 
 pastor@stjohnschapel.org 
Send email to our secretary, Martha Gray, at:  
 sec@stjohnschapel.org 
Check out the new updated website at : 
 www.stjohnschapel.org. 

Many Thanks to all for the prayers, cards, visits and 
concerns while I was in the hospital and home recu-
perating. I appreciate it so much; and hopefully, this 
will be my last surgery for several years. 
 
Beverly Graham 

Thank you so much for all the pretty cards and acts 
of kindness shown to me following my surgery. I 
also want to want to thank Pastor Becky for her vis-
its, prayers and support. May God Bless you. 
 
Eleanor Lockhart 

10/29. Thank you for your recent gift in support 
of the Council of Churches. 

We are grateful for your trust and confidence in 
us to deliver the love of Christ in a practical and ef-
fective “package.” Through ministries like Cross-
lines, Ambassadors for Children, Connections 
Handyman Service, and the other six operating agen-
cies of the Council, we are working hard every day 
to earn your continued trust as we make the priorities 
of Jesus Christ our top priority: serving people in 
need. 

 
Sincerely, 
David Hockensmith, D. Min., 
Executive Director 

Sunday, November 9, a free-will offering was col-
lected as emergency funds for Vickie Russell and her 
extended family. The family, including her new 
grandbaby, has struggled for many months due 
to their unemployment situation. The congregation 
responded with a donation of $150. The Board of 
Service Ministries sincerely appreciates your expres-
sion of abundant love. 

More “Thank You’s” 
Continued on Page 8 
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On our November 11t h 
Crosslines Day, food was given 
to 57 families for a total of 154 
people. This month’s expenses 
for milk and additional food 
were $250.81, and donations 

were $250.00. Thank you to all who donate food 
items and cash gifts to this community project each 
month. It all helps! Please place food in the grocery 
cart in the Narthex by December 7th for our next 
Crosslines Day on Tuesday, December 9th. 
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If you wish your memorial to go to the Endow-
ment Fund, please make sure to write your wish in 
the memo line of your check. If you do not specify, 
the funds will be placed in the general memorial 
fund. 

Fund List — Memorial, Endowment, Christian 
Education, Evangelism, Music Scholarship, Building 
and Grounds, and Unrestricted. 

Thousands of area children will awake to joy on 
Christmas morning because of Crosslines Toystore. 
You make this ministry possible by donating new 
toys and gifts that parents come and select for their 
children. Let’s be sure no child is forgotten! 

Please bring a new gift for a child aged  0-23 
months to the church by December 14. Please 
leave the price tags on the gift (helps with sorting) 
and leave the gifts unwrapped. 

Cash gifts are also welcome because they allow 
toys to be purchased where the need is the greatest. 

Most requested gifts are as follows: Peek-A-
Boo blocks; light up toys; noisy toys; 3 mo.—24 mo. 
clothing; socks and hats; bath toys; riding toys; musi-
cal toys; push and pull toys; crib toys; busy boards; 
stacking toys; activity centers; and mobiles. The 
least chosen items are stuffed animals. 

This year’s Toystore is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 20th. 

IT'S TIME FOR POINSETTIAS 
A donation of permanent poinsettias has been made to decorate the altars. Anyone wishing to bring a 

poinsettia is welcome to do so. Due to the current economic situation, please consider a donation honor-
ing loved ones to help offset the ever-growing expenses of the Friendship Circle Food Pantry. If you 
have any questions, please call Jan Hale at 725-0886. 

Please place the completed form in the offering plate, or send it to the Chapel office. Checks may be 
made to the Friendship Circle and placed in a marked envelope and put in the offering plate. Please 
write “Crosslines” on the memo line of your check, and please make your donations by Sunday, Decem-
ber 14. Thank you for caring. 

 
POINSETTIA DONATION FORM 

 
Name of Donor(s): 

 
                                                                                                                                                                          
 

In Memory of:  
 
                                                                                                                                                                          
 

(or) In Honor of:  
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Betty Huneke 
c/o Allen Huneke 
1669 Timberlake Run SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403-9097 
 
Rev. Robert Richter 
7488 Mulholland Dr. 
Los Angeles, CA 90046-1306 
323-851-9128 

(�*����*+�)((*�����/)�2����
Each time the post office notifies us of 
an address change, it costs 50¢. Please 
help the church save money by notifying 

the office of any address changes before the Post Of-
fice does. Thank you!                 
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Will meet at 7:30 am on Tuesday, December 16th at Scrambler’s on E. Republic Rd. All men are 
invited. 

-*���(�/�'���*����
Will meet on Tuesday, December 16th at 6:30 pm. This will be our gift exchange for Secret Pals. We 
will meet at Eleanor Lockhart’s home at 5105 S. Castlewood Drive. 

2)�/�*��2��-������*��)�(�*���*����
We will not meet this month. For our next meeting, we will meet at 12 noon for a potluck carry-in 
lunch on Wednesday, January 21st. 
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Will meet on Sunday, December 14th at 1 pm. We will meet at the Tower Club, 901 E. St. Louis St. 

0*�)(�-�*��/��.�*�(�
Will meet Saturday, December 6th at 9 am at Kaldi’s Coffee House located at 900 E. Battlefield 
Rd. 

�/��1�������2�����������
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 20th at 6 pm. 
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Will meet Thursday, December 11th, for a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall at noon. Dessert 
will be provided by the officers. 

Welcome our newest members. November 
9th, Adam Cunningham joined. Melissa 
Burnett, and Rhonda Glaser joined on No-
vember 16th. Be sure to welcome them. 

Pastor Becky will be away on vacation 
from December 26th through Decem-
ber 31st. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 


