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by Associate Pastor Stephan Scharf

Genesis 8:22

When we look outside we see leaves changing color, the wind blowing
the dead leaves from the trees, the birds starting their journey to the warmer re-
gions, the days shorten, the harvest time is here or coming, and we take out our
warm clothes again, light candles in the evening and cuddle under a warm blan-
ket with a hot cup of chocolate. It is fall again. Summer is gone and we send it
off with no small feeling of reluctance. Wasn't the summer too short again? Is-
n’t the cold winter coming too soon?

| do not know how you feel about the changing seasons, but | feel some-
times very comforted by it. It is a reminder to me that life is continuing in its own
circle: there is change and at the same time, it rests in a strange continuity as
well. It reminds me of the old promise to Noah: God has put to rest the anger
over and disappointment in us humans not being perfect, and will never again
pursue a plan for our destruction, but provides us all we need to live a good life.
It was and is a comforting thought for me in times of stagnation and trouble, or
when | feel change is coming too soon to appreciate the changing seasons and
be reminded of God’s promised provision for us.

| have experienced this provision—this promise—very intensely during the
last year, leaving Germany and coming to the US with a suitcase full of uncer-
tainties and hopes. It is all the more wondrous to have so quickly found a new
church home with you at St John’s Chapel, and to have been allowed and wel-
comed by you all to serve and learn as a lay minister. | am very thankful to you
for this warm welcome, and the support and the trust you have extended to me
and my family. Thus, | am pleased to share with you my joy that the Committee
on Ministry on September 27" has approved me to serve as a Licensed Minister
at St John’s Chapel and on behalf of the Western Association. Henceforth | am
allowed to function independently in the full capacity as a minister. This is a ma-
jor step in my life and |1 am thankful for your help and support that have made
this possible. My service of recognition is being planned for November 14

The difference of my standing in the church will be immediately visible to
you when you come to service on October 3. On this World Communion Sun-
day | will for the first time co-officiate in communion. | am very excited and
share this excitement with you.

| am also looking forward to you bringing your pets to service on October
10": the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. This is another first for me, especially
since | will be officiating on my own that Sunday while Pastor Becky is partici-
pating in the 200" anniversary celebration of Park Avenue Christian Church in
New York, where she served as associate minister

The 23" and 24™ are all about our youth. On Saturday is the Hay Ride at
the Datema’s, and in addition to the fun this entails we will welcome our new As-
sociate Conference Minister, Marc Wessels, as our guest this weekend. He will
also preach in service on the 24™. Part of Reverend Wessels’ work is to coordi-
nate and provide motivation for the congregations’ youth ministry. Pastor Becky

Continued on page 4
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Roll Call: Members present: Christy Gra-
ham, Mary Lou Datema, Jim May, Jeanne
Kruger, Steve Fortner, Curt Bartell, Judith
Bartell, Elaine Tebbenkamp. Members absent:
Shirley Datema, Nancy Anderson. Pastor
Becky opened with a prayer.

Secretary’'s Minutes : (Mary Lou) Minutes
from the August meeting were read and ap-
proved.

Mary Lou noted that the minutes are correct,
but were listed in the Messenger as “April” min-
utes.

Vice-president: (Judith Bartell) Personnel
reviews will be done shortly. One group will
work on Pastor Becky’s evaluation and another
group will work on other salaried personnel.

Financial Secretary: Although Shirley was
absent, she did submit her report. Total depos-
its for the month of August were $14,035.00.
Average Sunday offering was $2,647.80, as
compared to $2,005.40 for August of last year.
This is up by an average of $642.40. Average
Sunday attendance was 80, which is compara-
ble to last year.

Treasurer: (Steve Fortner) Total expenses
for the month of June were $10,157.08.. Total
income was $13,907.77. The money market
amount is $6,971.93. Steve reminded us that it
takes a weekly offering of $2,704 to meet our
yearly budget. We continue to encourage addi-
tional giving to help us make up our 2010 cur-
rent deficit of $14,060. The Finance Committee
will be meeting this fall to look at budget options
for 2011.

Board of Service Ministries: (Mary Lou)
Board of Service Ministries continues to revise
the procedure for tracking Sunday attendance
and following up with visitors. Council members
and ushers are encouraged to be available be-
fore worship to greet visitors. Tona is working
on a report recapping the BOSM comments or
responses for topics that came up at Town Hall
meetings. It has been noted that in reviewing
membership, we are actually maintaining or in-

creasing our total membership when people lost
and gained and baptisms are added together.

Board of Christian Education: (Christy)
Board of Christian Education has expressed
concern about not having anyone in the nursery
during adult Sunday School time. Council
would recommend that the Board of Christian
Education look for volunteers that might be will-
ing to take that on.

Worship and Music : (Judith) The commit-
tee’s annual meeting is set for Sept. 26. At this
time, the past year of worship will be reviewed,
and changes will be suggested.

Building and Grounds: The cover is still
off the hood control in the kitchen and Jim May
will call to see about getting it put back on. The
fire marshal visited and suggested only minor
changes that have all been taken care of, with
the exception of building capacity signs in the
fellowship hall. Some things will also need to be
moved from the fellowship hall closet to the ga-
rage.

An outdoor workday will be set for this fall.

Department of Spirituality: ~ (Nancy) A re-
treat is scheduled for October 15-16. A new
spiritual development group will begin meeting
on September 17.

Pastor's Report: (Pastor Becky) Pastor
Becky will be attending the Persons In Ministry
retreat Sept 20-22, and Stephan will be avail-
able at that time. On Sept 27, Stephan meets
with the Committee on Ministry along with Pas-
tor Becky. At this time a date will be set for his
service of recognition. Oct 3 is World Commun-
ion Sunday. If Stephan is licensed on the 27",
he will be co-officiating at his first communion
service. Oct 7-11, Pastor Becky will be on va-
cation and Stephan will be the minister in
charge in her absence. Pastor Becky asks that
he be paid for that Sunday, and council agreed.

Paul and Jamie Blackwell have resigned as
youth sponsors, so Stephan will be assuming
some of those duties also.

Old Business: Jim reported that the lease
has been finalized with Kids First, including



$1,000 monthly rent, now due on the 15th of the
month. During the summer they will not pay
rent, but will move all of their items out of the
fellowship hall. They will have exclusive use of
the fellowship hall bathrooms when school is in
session. Church functions will take precedence
over preschool events, and we will make sure to
share our calendar with them.

There was some conversation about some
revisions to several council by-laws, especially
those having to do with the number serving on
council, length of term and number needed for a
quorum. This will be further discussed next
month.

New Business: Steve Fortner asked that
the statement, “average weekly offering needed
to meet yearly budget is $2,704”, be added to
the bulletin, weekly, as a reminder about our fi-
nancial needs.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Mary Lou Datema, secretary
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The Women’s Guild met on Thursday, Sep-
tember 9, 2010 with 10 members present. Vice-
President, Clo Ella Leverenz, called the meeting
to order. Esther Steinhauer gave a very inspira-
tional devotional. The minutes were read and
approved. The Treasurer reported a balance of
$219.99. Virginia Steury mailed cards to Flo
Valentine and Virginia Shean. Esther has re-
placed Flo as our Best Choice label chairper-
son. She reported that we have received a total
of $1,240.00. Pastor Becky visited Virginia
Shean and Flo Valentine, who would like to
have visitors at Ravenwood Assisted Living.
Pastor Becky passed out applications for those
who want the Messenger mailed to them. We
have five Prayer Shawls ready to deliver.
Shawls were most-recently given to Beverly
Graham and Steve Dodge. Rita has our photo
album for prayer shawl pictures completed. The
group discussed obtaining a quilt rack to display
our shawls in the Narthex during services. Loy
told about Drew Bain’s death which occurred on

September 9 in Ozark. Clo Ella asked for
prayers for her daughter, Ann Conley, who will
be having hip replacement surgery. Sue Boss
announced that her brother, Ralph, is in the
hospital. Outreach for September was for Early
Childhood Development. Our program involved
members telling about early school experiences.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Ice
cream and cookies were served by hostesses
Esther Steinhauer and Lois Rahmoeller.

Loy Swanson

Secretary
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Judith Bartell, Hostess

Rita Allen, Hostess
Judith Bartell, Devotional
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The Board of Service Ministries meeting was
called to order at 6:10 pm on September 14,
2010. In attendance were Johna Steinhauer,
Pastor Becky, Kim Cunningham, and Adam
Cunningham. Clo Ella Laverenz attended
briefly to show us a visitor's bag from a church
she had attended in St. Louis. We will need to
get more supplies.

There was no treasurer’s report but the bal-
ance in checking is approximately $602.57. The
regular budget currently has enough to cover
ads in the Sunday paper.

BOSM discussed attendance and how many
people we have officially, and unofficially,
gained and lost. We are still needing people to
pick up pew pads in October and November.
Kim will email BOSM committee members to
see if anyone will pick up for those months.
(Update: we are still needing someone for Octo-
ber and the last Sunday in November). Also,
Kim will include a reminder of the duties when
picking up pew pads. Kim will also take the pa-
per copy of the visitors list and create an Excel
spreadsheet. (Update: spreadsheet has been
emailed to Deb).

The next BOSM meeting will be Monday,
October 4 at 6:00.

Submitted by Kim Cunningham, Secretary




Continued from page 1

and the Board of Christian Education have agreed that it will be, from now on, part of my work as
associate minister at St John’s to sponsor the youth ministry. Hence, | am very much looking for-
ward to this event and would especially like to encourage the youth to come on the 23" and help us
explore the new ideas and direction | know we will receive from Marc.

October will close with another special service on Reformation Sunday. To commemorate the
roots of our Reformation heritage and tradition, and the still present links to European churches,
Pastor Becky and | are planning to celebrate this Sunday with a liturgy resembling the one in my

home church in Germany.

So you see, even as nature is slowing down and preparing for hibernation, we at St John’s
Chapel have a vivid and joyful October ahead, and | hope we will come together and all share this

special time in the coming days of autumn.

Peace and Blessings,
Stephan Scharf, Associate Pastor
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The Board of Christian Education met Tues-
day, September 28. Present were Butch Still-
man, Christy Graham, Joyce Datema, Chuck
Andrews, Becky Hebert, Helen Keeton, Stephan
Scharf, and Eleanor Berger.

Under New Business, Christy pointed out
that it is the responsibility of the Board of Chris-
tian Education to cover children’s activities dur-
ing Adult Sunday School time. Chuck volun-
teered to do this.

Chris Trumbull will be teaching an adult Sun-
day School class. The Board will order and pay
for the materials. Since we have a tight budget,
we will ask class members if they wish to pur-
chase their student books for that class.

There will be a Hayride October 23 at the
Datema’s Farm beginning at 5:00 pm. Hot
dogs, buns, condiments, paper goods, chili and
S’mores will be provided. Please bring chips,
deserts, and drinks if you are attending.

Becky announced that Stephan will be in
charge of the youth group and will be the minis-
ter assigned to the Board of Christian Educa-
tion.

Here is a preview of the Children’s Sun-
day School schedule:

1st Sunday of the Month: Children’s
Church, 10:30-11:30 am.
2nd Sunday of the Month: Children’s

Sunday School at 10:30, followed by Chil-
dren’s Choir until 11:30 am.

3rd Sunday of the Month:  Children dis-
missed to Children’s Sunday School following
Children’s Time in Worship.

4th Sunday of the Month:  Children dis-
missed to Children’s Choir following the sing-
ing of the Anthem in Worship.

The next meeting of the Board of Christian
Education will be Tuesday, October 26 at
6:30 pm.

Helen Keeton, Secretary

HAYRIDE

October 23, 5:00 pm
The Datema Farm
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United Ministries in Higher Education
September 22 “Today is a historic day for our
campus ministry. ...for over a year now we
have been working on a new model for our cam-

pus ministry...and partners
have purchased the Ecumeni-
cal Center property! In the
coming weeks | will be send-
ing you more information

about this exciting project.”
BEST WISHES, HOWARD CAVNER
Submitted by Gary & Elaine Tebbenkamp




And please remember to
bring your

18th Annual Springfield Area

CROP HUNGER WALK WALK

CROP

(Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) \

Sunday, October 3, 2010
2:00 p.m.

£\

(Registration Begins 1:00 p.m.) Enve|0pe
1- or 2-mile Walk Beginning and Ending at fU” Of pledges
Phelps Grove Park On Sunday,
(Bennett St., West of National Ave.) OCtOber 3
Come, Walk with the World! Remember,

Helpﬁng Hungw People through: You can
Or BOTH!

www.springfieldcropwalk.com
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My family and | appreciate very much all the prayers, cards and best wishes for my successful
hip replacement surgery. The prayer shawl meant a lot to me and | will keep it with me when |
sleep. Many thanks to Pastor Becky and Stephan for being there for Margaret & Karen during the
surgery, and for visiting me during my hospital stay. I'm happy to report I've moved on to using a
cane from the walker. It's wonderful to have a loving church family. Steve Dodge

A BUS TOUR TO EMMAUS, ST. CHARLES

% !5 $& &L.& / Saturday, October 16
9 In conjunction with St. Peter's UCC,
vokp O - Billings, MO.

Details available in our Chapel Office

&

Beginning Sunday, September 12, Holy Communion is being
blessed and served at the altar prior to worship during the meditative
silence on all Sundays except first Sundays. What began as a request
from parishioners now becomes a new St. John'’s tradition with the sug-
000 gestion’s recent approval by the Worship Committee and Council.

The additional altar communions will be ministered by Pastor
_I_I[]LU Becky, and after September 27, also by newly licensed pastor, Stephan
COMMUNION Scharf. As aIV\_/ays, first Sundgy communions and special obseryance
! | gommunlons will be served during service as a key part of worship that

\ ) ay.




Birthdays

1 Jane Dunham 15 Virginia Blumen-
Harry Klender, 88 stock, 86
Christopher Theo- 16 Kari Jones
dore Scharf 19 David Rahmoeller

2 Susan Gelner Marilyn Stockman

Tona Griggs 22 Shirley Datema

Kory Siccama Jeanne Helfrercht, 86

4 Adrianne Russell 23 Rachel Thompson
Carolyn Wolfe 25 Lea Ann Kruger

5 Christy Graham 28 Michelle Kiras
Sarah Graham Elaine Tebbenkamp

w

6 Glenda Wiese Richard Thompson,
7 Mark Riffey 86

8 Michele Peacher 30 Shari McKinney

9 Earl Reed, 90 Holly Stillman

12 Wendy Pace Carsen Glaser

Centering Prayers~
Tuesday, October 12, 12:30 pm &
Tuesday, October 26, 12:30 pm

A
;

SERVICES THIS MONTH
)
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday

1 (+
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Blessing of Animals

1 (>
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
1 *4

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Dr. Marc Wessels, Guest

")

Reformation Sunday

Anniversaries

4 Thad & Kristy Nelson

7 George & Jeanne Helfrecht, Jr. 60 years
Norman & Esther Steinhauer, 60 years

11 William & Elizabeth Brazeale, 52 years

18 Lee & Judith Bartell, 52 years

20 Corneil & Shirley Datema, 48 years

21 Alan & Camille Lockhart

31 Richard & Mary Margaret Thompson

" ANGELS
AMONG US

Bob Eggleston and Liz Stafford recently took a
huge step towards keeping our church secure by
video documenting St. John’s Chapel for insurance
purposes. Thank you!

We can't lift up our ladies enough who raised
funds by working in the kitchen to serve two, deli-
cious meals recently. The August 26 dinner earned
$646.00 for Church General Funds and the Septem-
ber 19 Pasta Dinner raised $310.00 for Crop Walk.
And | happen to know that for the Crop Walk Din-
ner, organizers donated the groceries needed te mak
our meal, and were thus able to donate even more to
Crop Walk.

Have you noticed the beautifully displayed
Prayer Shawls in the Narthex lately? Our dearr dea
friend, Liz Jordan, graciously donated the 70-year
old walnut quilt stand for this very purpose aftiee
idea was raised at a recent Women'’s Guild meeting.
We are blessed to have both the walnut quilt stand
and the beautiful shawls knitted by talented hands.
Thank you Liz and ladies!

There are many unmentioned Angels who si-
lently perform acts of kindness every day. Tell oth-
ers about the Angels Among Us at St. John’s Chapel
by dropping a note by the office.

The church will be opened in
the month of October by:
Elaine Tebbenkamp

On our September 14th
Crosslines Day, groceries
and milk were given to 52
families for a total of 128

eople.

Please bring food items by Sunday, Octo-
ber 10th as our next Crosslines Day is October
12. Much appreciation to all who help and pro-
vide for our monthly Crosslines Day!

A Frojecr of e
Ceuncil of Charches of tfre Ozarks
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For all the many, many beautiful cards and notes wishing me a Happy Birthday.
Virginia Steury

[ 2 9

Thank you for your gift to the United Church of Christ Haiti Earthquake Relief fund.
We recorded your gift of $60.00 on August 20, 2010. Thank you for sharing your re-
sources and helping to change lives.

Grace and Peace,

Susan M. Sanders

One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator

/ 9

Thank you for having a Gideon Card rack in your church. The income received
from these cards is an important part of the Gideons International Bible distribution
program. We appreciate your participation in the program. In reality is an outreach of
your church as your members spread the good news of Christ around the World each
time they use a card.

In His service,

Bob Goseclose, Chairman

SW Camp Gideon Card Program

Congratulations...

On Monday, September 27, Stephan Scharf was pre-
sented before the Committee of Ministry of the Missouri
Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ in
Higginsville, Missouri, and was accepted as pastor

“enthusiastically and unanimously”

per the acceptance e-mail sent by the Committee of Minis-
try. Please take a moment and congratulate Pastor
Stephan and his family as they embark on their life ahead,
representing the United Church of Christ in the Missouri-Mid ~ The Rev. Stephan Scharf
South Conference. Associate Pastor




Conference Minister, Jeff Whiteman, led St.
John’s Chapel in worship on August 26.

| The Faces of
7 | Fellowship,
4 4l August 26,
“ 2010.




TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 2010

2009 2009 2010 2010 2010
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGETED
MONTH INCOME EXPENSES INCOME EXPENSES EXPENSES
January $8,771.14 $10,693.97 $11,542.07 $15,118.43 $14,092.32
February $8,978.75 $10,565.63 $12,173.28 $12,995.21 $13,417.44
March $10,564.49 $12,328.65 $10,102.13 $13,221.46 $13,212.58
April $10,092.11 $10,691.77 $8,999.18 $13,287.33 $13,882.33
May $10,042.54 $11,999.36 $12,792.05 $12,406.72 $11,927.57
June $7,807.12 $12,576.36 $8,793.29 $12,779.75 $14,382.44
2010 adjust
January thru
June ($1,105.78)
July $7,967.38 $11,572.00 $9,994.52 $12,398.81 $12,453.13
August $9,578.14 $14,193.01 $13,907.77 $10,157.08 $10,937.66
September $8,971.07 $11,141.77 $11,675.16
October $9,201.15 $11,196.94 $13,412.00
November $13,854.74 $11,733.19 $10,440.04
December $14,353.51 $13,899.52 $11,368.81
Please remember to bring your pledged giving up-
to-date. Thank you.
Money Market $6,971.93
Regular Checking $1,235.55
Petty Cash $115.00 A review of the budget vs. actual may be ob-
tained from the church office, if desired.
TOTAL CASH $8322.48

Mowing 2010,A Success Story! ~ THANK YOU!

Thank you, especially to the following members who generously responded to our immediate
need for additional mowing funds~ Lee & Judith Bartell, Charles & Marsha Schatz, and Stephan &
Jane Scharf. And thank you again to the following people for their previous contributions: Ed &
Nancy Anderson, Ida Barry, Mary Lou Datema, Tom Davis, The Friendship Circle, Pete & Beverly
Graham, Dennis & Cynthia Gromer, Deb Hall, Robert & Eleanor Lockhart, Karl & Jeanne Kruger, Jim
May & Donna Harper, Bob & Doris McMinn, Dean & Jan Rund, Norm & Esther Steinhauer, Ken &
Loy Swanson, and Richard & Mary Margaret Thompson. What a wonderful summer (and lovely
grounds) we have enjoyed this summer!

to Andrew Tebbenkamp, son of Gary and Elaine Tebbenkamp, upon
earning a PhD in biomedical research from the University of Florida. He will continue post-doctoral
study in the laboratory at Yale University, focusing on genetic mapping of the brain as it develops
throughout life. Andrew will be moving to New Haven, CT at the end of October.
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1 . at Heroes, 9:00 am.
- registration begins at 1:00 pm, Phelps Grove Park
<, is Monday at 5:30 pm.
1 $ will meet Monday at 6:00 pm.
1
" , will convene on Sunday at 1:00 pm.
<, is Monday at 5:30 pm.
meets Monday at 6:30 pm.
1 meets Tuesday at 8:00 am.
2 |/
. will join together Tuesday at 12:30 pm.
;o will meet Thursday at 1:00 pm.
/ ) -
/ ) -
% ? serve on Sunday at 4:15 pm.
<, is Monday at 5:30 pm.
2 will meet Tuesday at 7:00 pm.
$ are due today.
< , 12 noon
/ is Wednesday at 4:30 pm.
/ meets Friday at 6:00 pm.
7 <1 at the Datema Farm
$ . $
<, meets Mondays at 5:30 pm
. will join together Tuesday at 12:30.
1 & meets Tuesday at 6:30 pm.
C: meets today at 10:00 am.
/ meets Friday at 6:00 pm.

2## 1D
November 6, 2010—8:00 am - 2:00 pm
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IMPORTANT! Oc-
tober is the last
chance to turn in
corrections, up-
dates and addi-
tions in time for
the printing of the
“2010-2011 Mem-
bership Directory
Updates”. In lieu
of printing an en-
tire directory, only
changes will be
provided . Thank
you for being in
touch with the of-
fice this month if
you have updated
information.

, leads us in worship today.

& €

The LIBRARY will be holding a used book sale again this year. Please gather up those used
books sitting around and bring them in for our sale. As budgeted monies are limited, we will be de-
pending on proceeds as our only source of operating funds for the upcoming year. We also will ac-
cept used DVDs and video tapes. Place donations in a bag or box labeled LIBRARY SALE and
place them in the library before Oct. 31st.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will have a TRASH AND TREASURES table for those items you have
around the house that are too good to dispose of but you no longer have a need. (Knick-knacks,
candles, kitchen items, etc). Please price them before bringing the week of Nov. 1. These proceeds
will be used to help fund our outreach such as Crosslines, etc.

All our nuts on hand will be sold at a reduced price during the month of October. Please see El-

eanor Berger or Beverly Graham for detalils.

Submitted by Rita Allen.
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