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by Pastor Becky Hebert 
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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  2 a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  3 a time to kill, 
and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  

         Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
The words from Ecclesiastes are well known. The list does not end here but en-

compasses all aspect of human lives. There is a time for all things opposite, life and 
death, beginning and ending, peace and war, building up and tearing down, moving in 
and moving out. Between the times is the space of change, of transition of leaving 
behind the known and trying out the unknown. We are approaching the autumn sea-
son, the hot summer is behind us and we can already smell change in the air. Sum-
mer is leaving, vacation time is over and with last Sunday, Rally Day, we greeted so 
many back from their travels. The life at St. John’s Chapel picks up the regular speed 
again after the summer quiet, Sunday school will meet again, the groups are prepar-
ing the first gatherings and the choir will be back this coming Sunday as well. 

Change, transition, could have been our summer’s keyword. Since June and 
Becky’s leaving for the sabbatical, we had Martha Robertson substituting, stretching 
our perception of Christian practices in her sermons and enrichening our vision of the 
world with her recent experiences from Kenya. Time flew by-And after her you al-
lowed me to fill in for Becky. It is now the 6th week and I have enjoyed every minute of 
it. The vocational shoes I feel called to fill – seem to fit a little better now, thanks to 
your help and support. 

It is almost time to change back: Becky will return soon and on the 25th we will 
celebrate her return together; in worship and afterwards with food and fellowship. But 
really, it is not a change back to normal: Becky and we also have grown through the 
sabbatical, we are just not the same people we were in June. So we will have both: 
old and familiar, a bit with a sparkle of new. I am curious to see how you all are going 
to live in this changed “old and new”. 

I say “you”, for my part in the life of St. John’s Chapel will change from this Sep-
tember onwards as well. As I am writing, I am sitting in my new home at the campus 
of Eden Theological Seminary. I will complete my education at Eden for the next two 
semesters. My contextual education will be with St. John’s Casco and Mantels, about 
one hour south of St. Louis. I will be visiting Springfield, but will not have the chance 
to be with you on Sundays- I am leaving with both excitement and sadness, but most 
of all, with deep felt gratitude for the welcome you have given me and my family 
throughout the last year. 

There is a time for everything. My favorite lines from Ecclesiastes come after the 
long list of opposites: 

God has made everything suitable for its time; […] I know that there is nothing 
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; more-
over, it is God's gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 

In this way, let us not hang on  to the times past and grudge the change but look 
forward and enjoy the changes and chances God has prepared for us today and in 
the future.  

       Peace and many blessings  
 
       Pastor Stephan Scharf 
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Council Minutes 
August 9, 2011 

 
Members present: Jim May, Dennis Gromer, 

Stephan Scharf, Curt Bartell, Steve Fortner, 
Elaine Tebbenkamp, Shirley Datema.  

The meeting opened with a meditation and 
prayer time led by Stephan.   June minutes 
were reviewed and approved. 

 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Vice President :  No Report 

Financial Secretary :  Shirley reported the 
following information for June: Total offering: 
$7121.00; average weekly giving of $1780.25, 
down $416.75 from last year. June attendance 
was up to an average of 78 per Sunday.   

Shirley also reported the following informa-
tion for July:  Total offering: $11,387.00; aver-
age weekly giving of $2277.40, down $220.45 
from last year.  July attendance was an average 
of 69.  $300 was collected for mowing.  Finan-
cial reports were approved. 

 
Treasurer:  Steve reported a total income 

for June was $7,124.69, with total expenses of 
$11,278.04, causing a deficit of $4,153.35.  For 
the half year comparison to the budget, net in-
come is above budget $5880.82 understanding 
that some annual expenses have been paid. 
This also reflects the difference in some salaries 
for the year.   

Steve also reported the following information 
for July:  total income was $11,417.00.  Total 
expenses were $9,573.43, for a net income of 
$1,846.83. A $30 discrepancy between offering 
and pass thru with the Financial Secretary was 
due to a correction not yet communicated to the 
treasurer. There was some discussion regarding 
the consolidation of designated funds.  Funds 
not used for the ice storm will be merged into 
the more general line item of Emergency Fund.  
The Van Fund will be designated to the Board of 
Christian Ed for youth group expenses.  There 
will be clarification and written copies regarding 
the use of various memorial funds.  Treasurer 
reports were approved.  

Board of Service Ministries:   No August 
meeting. 

 
Board of Christian Education:   Stephan 

reported that VBS went very well.  Attendance 
was good and all those who helped were most 
appreciated.  It was proposed that Rally Day be 
scheduled for August 28, but further discussion 
may ask that the board consider moving that 
date to September 28, to coincide with Becky’s 
return celebration.  Other plans for Rally Day 
are still being developed.   Money donated to-
ward reducing cost of going to camp will be dis-
persed soon.   

 
Worship and Music:   Curt reported that the 

Worship Committee will meet after church Sun-
day, August 14, to discuss terms for Liz’s em-
ployment as choir director, as well as future 
plans for worship.  Curt will check with Judy in 
regard to contract agreements. 

 
Building and Grounds :  Council has set 

September 10 as a work day at the Chapel.  A 
list will be ready of all things inside and outside 
that need attending.   

 
Stewardship:  A meeting will be held Sep-

tember 21 to start developing a budget for next 
year.  It is not anticipated that a lot will change 
from the current year’s budget, but all requests 
for funding need to be sent to the office soon.   

 
Pastor’s Report:   Stephan reported that he 

is visiting shut-ins and is holding regular hours 
in the office.  He is always available if needed.  
He is accepted at Eden Seminary, but he is un-
sure at this time how that will affect his time  
with us.  It has been difficult to get activities 
scheduled for the youth groups and the Yahoo 
group.   

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Steve shared the information necessary to 

acquire a loan or line of credit.  With our past 
economic history, it is very doubtful that we 
could get a loan that would be needed for the 
extensive expenses coming up, like the drive-
way replacement and air conditioning units.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
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     FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE MINUTES 

Friendship Circle enjoyed a pool party, carry-
in salad supper and meeting at Mary Lou 
Datema’s Tuesday, August 9, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. 
with 11 members present. 

President Judy Bartell led a brief meeting.  
The treasurer’s and Crosslines reports were 
given by Ida Barry and Jan Rund respectively.  
Blank checks need to be ordered for the 
Crosslines account.  The cost of the new checks 
will be taken out of Circle treasury.  Beverly 
Graham reported on cards she sent this past 
month.  Birthdays and anniversaries of Circle 
members were noted. 

Old Business 

 We voted for a cover for the cookbook.  
Recipes are to be submitted by Friday, August 
26th so the cookbooks can be returned to us in 
time for the November Bazaar and Christmas.  

New Business 

 There was no new business.   

 The meeting was adjourned and we closed 
with the Mizpah benediction.  Our next meeting 
is Tuesday, September 20. 

          Jan Rund, Secretary 

The BOSM did not meet in August The next 
meeting of BOSM is September 12, at 6:00PM 

The Women’s Guild did not meet in August 

The Board of Christian Education met Tues-
day, August 23 at Pasta House. 
The treasurer's report showed a balance of 
$519.61. 
It was decided to keep Rally Day as planned on 
Sunday, August 28. 
After the brief meeting everyone enjoyed a deli-
cious meal. 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 
22 at the Chapel at 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
                                         Helen Keeton                   
         secretary 

The Women’s Guild will resume meeting in 
September. They will meet on the 8th at 1:00 
PM. The guest Speaker will be Rosemary 
Bane.  

 Don’t forget to bring items for the Bailey Al-
ternative School Nursery for our September 
and October Outreach. The items may be 
placed in the container in the Narthex.  

Joplin Relief :  It will most likely be next 
spring before the area is ready for building ef-
forts.  
New Choir Director :  We voted to approve Liz 
Stafford as the new choir director pending her 
acceptance of our suggested pay and expecta-
tions.   
  Parking Lot:  Dennis is still waiting for infor-
mation regarding cost 
Welcome Home Party : Scheduled for Sep-
tember 25 after church.  It will be a picnic type 
theme.  Other plans are still being developed.   
  Church openers:  
  August:  Steve Fortner 
        September:  Jim May & Dennis Gromer 
        October: Elaine Tebbenkamp 
        November: Shirley  Datema 

 

The meeting closed by praying the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

 
Submitted by Elaine Tebbenkamp 
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The Genealogy 
Workshop, which 
was a part of the con-
gregation’s sabbati-

cal plan, was held on August 21, 201 at 2:00 P.M. 
The expert, Stephen J. Buffat, presented  a 

two hour workshop on documented your past and 
how to get started.  

Said CloElla Leverenz, workshop attendee,  
“The Genealogy Workshop presented here on 
August 21 was so full of information for me. In 
fact, more than I expected. And it rekindled my 
longtime interest in our family history. Now I know 
there are many avenues to keep our materials 
organized, instead of having stacks of information 
everywhere. 

 So bring on more workshops!” Nancy Ander-
son said it was good information , and Steve 
Fortner said Mr. Buffat was quite knowledgeable 
and he offered good sources to start you off. 

About twenty members of St. John’s Chapel  
and  their guests attended this workshop.  
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Endowment continued on Page 9 
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Who Doesn’t Love A Party? 
We love a party, and It is almost time for The Reunion Party for St. 

John’s Chapel. It is time to celebrate our pastor’s return, old friends, new 
friends, and our neighborhood community. On September 25th come to 
church dressed casually that day, and stay for the festivities. There will be 
German food and German music. A Bounce House, an Ice Cream Social 
and lots of games. Invite absent members, former members, and people 
from the neighborhood . We want everyone to come and share in this  
fun time of celebration .. 
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 3  Gene Diullo 
     Nick Russell 
 Bob Eggleston 
6 Liz Jordan- 93 yrs. 
7 Miguel Gramley 
8 Ronda Spence  
9 Matthew Gromer 
 Brianna Rahmoeller 
 Derek Rund 
 Dean Wohlford 
11 Dr. Edward Williamson 
14 Richard Gelner 
15 Jay Bartell 
 Jami Coffman 
 Janie Scully 
17 Ryan Warkins 
 Marcus Wolfe 
19 Kyle Graham 
 Mary Kloppenborg 
20 Alina Hamm 
21 Jordan Graham 
 Jim Jordan 

Birthdays  

The church will be opened in 
the month of September by: 
Jim May and Dennis Gromer 
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Pastor Stephan Scharf 
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Liz Stafford 
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Pastor Jeff Whitman 
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Pastor Stephan Scharf 
Welcome Back Pastor Becky 

Anniversaries  
 

5 Rev. Becky Hébert* & Dean Wohlford                                 
9 James & Michelle Kiras  
10 Ed & Virginia Wiagand 
14 Troy & Deann Hendee 
16  Jim & Dorothy Spencer 51 yrs. 
19 Jim & Ida Barry 52 yrs. 
26 Tim & Sheri Zay 
28 Ted & Tracy Hillhouse 
30 Wian & Kristin Fourie  

������������������������������������� ���

21 Chuck Stockman 
 Jan Rund 
 Deann Hendee 
 Dawson Welde 
22 Evan Barry 
 Randy Hamm 
23   Fran Klender-84 yrs. 
24 Jack Peacher 
25 Ryan Rehagen 
 Mark Zay 
 Virginia Steury-98 yrs. 
 Joyce Burton 
26 Patsy Summers 
 Mark Dodge 
 Elizabeth Thompson 
 Caleb Hillhouse 
28 Steve Fortner 
29 Keith Burton 
 Kyle Graham 
 Joyce Scroggs 
 Summer Rund 
 Larry Pittman 

There are many unmentioned Angels who si-
lently perform acts of kindness every day.  Tell oth-
ers about the Angels Among Us at St. John’s Chapel 
by dropping a note by the office. 

On our August 9th 

Crosslines Day, food was 
given to 67 families for a to-
tal of 173 people.   In addi-
tion to food donations by 
Church members, the 
amount spent from our pantry 
fund for groceries and milk 
was $252.65. Thank you for 
the food and monetary dona-
tions. It all helps so much. 

 Please bring food items by Sunday Sep-
tember  11th as our next Crosslines Day is 
Tuesday September 13 .  Much appreciation to 
all who help and provide for our monthly 
Crosslines Day! 

Norman & Esther Steinhauer for helping 
with the folding last month.  

Johna Steinhauer  for suggesting it  
Dennis Gromer for mowing 
All the volunteers who helped make our 

VBS a success. 
All the liturgists who helped out for the 

summer. 
Kyle Aho for giving me that big list of 

worship music and putting together so many 
performers during worship. 

Thanks to the Congregation  from Jeffer-
son City who donated school supplies to 
Joplin 

Time to be thinking about Stewardship. 
Do you need to submit anything for the 

2012 budget? 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

 

A big THANK YOU to congregation mem-
bers who donated to the VBS efforts. You will 
be glad to know that we had 17 students during 
the week.  Again thank you for your generous 
support of VBS. 
Eleanor Berger, Chairperson 

Thanks to all our VBS volunteers:  Jan Rund 
& Helen Keeton, craft personnel; Lea Ann 
Kruger, Joyce Burton, Carrie Aho, Shirley 
Datema & Carolyn Wolfe, Kitchen staff and play 
ground staff; Chuck Andrews, for providing cos-
tumes, crafts, decorations, and Bible lessons.  
Bible lessons were taught for approximately 20 
children. With your time and effort our VBS was 
a great success.  THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR 
HARD WORK. 
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The Central United Church of Christ, UCC, 
from Jefferson City brought 273 hand made 
bags of school supplies for the students of 
Joplin. Mrs. Ruth Long contact acted our church 
and we worked together to get them here. Her 
husband Larry Long, and another gentleman, 
Carl Ernst brought them down on August 15th. 
The boxes fill a corner of the Narthex. Habitat 
for Humanity . Picked them up the next day. 
Thank you to our brothers and sisters  from the 
UCC Jefferson City church for such a kind do-
nation 

                           
Don’t Forget to 
pray for Joplin, 
and the victims of 
Hurricane Irene 

�	 7�	�	�9����:�	 7�	�	�9����:�	 7�	�	�9����:�	 7�	�	�9����:� ���
Earl Reed is in Cox South after suffering a heart a ttack on 
August 27. he is holding his own , but he has good days and 
bad days. He is 92 years old. Please keep Earl and Irene in 
your prayers. No visitors at this time please . 
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SAFE TO SLEEP 
Help Homeless Women by vol-
unteering for the Safe To Sleep  
women’s overnight shelter. This 
shelter will provide 6 emer-
gency cots each night for 
women without a safe place to 

sleep. They are looking for volunteers to serve 
overnight in pairs. One of the pair must be a 
woman. They need 30 volunteers total. 

 
Contact Romona at rbaker@ccozarks.org 
 
Sponsored by The Kitchen , Victory Mission, 

Community Partnership, and The Council of 
Churches 
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It Is Crop Walk Time Again ! 
 
It is that time of year again ;time to support 

the Crop Walk. Come see  Nancy  Anderson at 
her information table in the Narthex. Come to 
the Crop Walk Pasta Dinner on September 18th 
after the worship service. Help us help hungry 
people both locally and worldwide 
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Please remember to bring your pledged giving up-
to-date.  Thank you. 

A review of the budget vs. actual may be ob-
tained from the church office, if desired. 

 7/31/2011 
  
Money Market $16402.50 
Petty Cash $115.00  
Regular Checking $2201.63 

  
TOTAL CASH $18719.13 
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Our own Larry Pittman is the drummer 

for the Linda Sala project 

Endowment Continued from page 4 
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The Women’s 
Guild will have 

a guest 
speaker, Rose-
mary Bane at 
their Septem-

ber Meeting on 
the 8th at         
1:00 PM 
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Membership 

Directories are 
available in the 
office.  Inform 
Beth of errors, 
changes and 

updates.  
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Good Luck Pastor 
Stephan as you              

attend Seminary .                               
We are praying for you            
Peace be with you and 

your family. 
You will be missed! 

Welcome 
Back        

Pastor Becky! 
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