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by Pastor Becky Hebert

First days back after vacations are always trying. Add to this that Joanne says | need
to get her my news article today. My thoughts are so far removed from ministry that |
am not sure | have anything to say. Someone once told me that is a sign of a good
vacation.

For two weeks | have been thinking of nothing but my personal life. Call it selfish if you
like, but it felt good to think of nothing but how my flowers are doing in the garden, how
my husband is doing with his life, how I'm doing with my life, how the ironing’s caught
up, the clothes are all washed, (I found clothes I'd forgotten I had), and my home office
again organized. It does the soul good to take a vacation from the cares of the world,
do simple domestic chores and to let the mind go dormant. Don’t get me wrong we did
some fun things: dinner out, a movie, and Sam’s grand opening. Exciting, | know! But
the thing | enjoyed the most was that time slowed down. It slowed down so much that
I had to check my palm pilot to make certain | had not missed the day | was to return to
you.

I was reminded of something in this slowed down pace. | was reminded that at a
slower pace you savor each task at hand. You smell God in the flowers. You notice
again that your husband loves you and you love him—and how much you want to
make your lives together richer. You notice God tickling up your spine a warmth that
gives you goose bumps. All might not be right with the world or even your marriage,
but in a cocoon of two weeks limited to one household, | knew that | was loved and
cherished. | knew that no matter how dark life may get that if | take the time God will
fill me up again with “the bread of heaven”—which is the title of this weeks sermon
which | look forward to savoring with you.

The urgency of life has left me for awhile. Even my first days back with a sermon, a
news article, unbelievable e-mail and stacks of mail are not fazing me. | know, this too
will pass, and | will be in need of another time of retreat. A wise mystic once said we
need one hour a day, one day a week, one week a month, and one month a year in
retreat. But alas, who has the luxury of that. Maybe if we did the world would not be in
such a mess. There would not be so many wrongs to right. We wouldn’t get so irri-
tated with each other that we had to wage wars. If this were true then we would have
more time to curl into a cocoon of Sabbath rest.

Peace, Shalom and Sabbath,
Pastor Becky

P.S. | plan give you feed back on General Synod sometime in the near
future, but there’s no rush, right!
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Roll Call :Members present: Tona Griggs, Nancy
Anderson, Dennis Gromer, Steve Fortner, Judith
Bartell, Christy Graham, Jim May, Mary Lou
Datema. Absent :Shirley Datema (caretaking at
Camp Aurora)

Pastor Becky opened the meeting with a prayer
at 6:35 p.m. Tona Griggs called the meeting to or-
der.

Secretary’s Minutes : ( Mary Lou Datema) Min-
utes of the June meeting were approved.

Vice President’s Report:  Dennis Gromer: no
report.

Financial Secretary’s Report : (Shirley Datema)
In Shirley’s absence, Steve Fortner shared Shirley’s
report. Total deposits for June were $8,076.77. This
includes $7,781.77 in offering. Average weekly of-
fering for June was $1,945.44. Average Sunday at-
tendance was 73, the same as June of last year.
Offering is down this year a total of $11,103.48 as
compared to last year.

Treasurer’'s Report : (Steve Fortner) Total de-
posits for the month of June were $8,076.77. Total
spending was $36,008.45. This includes a sched-
uled labyrinth payment. The money market balance
for the end of June was $32,226.56, and the building
maintenance CD balance was $3,467.58. It was
noted that the balance of $32,226.56 remains after
paying for the roof and the labyrinth.

Board of Service Ministries : (Jim May) Beverly
Graham has worked to put together welcome bas-
kets for visitors. They are located on the visitor table
in the narthex. This committee will be working to
reach out to non-active members and try to reach
the population that would love to be here with us but
just don’t know about us yet. They also hope to plan
more get-acquainted activities.

Board of Christian Education : (Christy Gra-
ham) Bible School is scheduled for next week, July
13-17.

Worship and Music Committee:  (Judith Bartell)
The committee met on Sunday, July 5, to critique the
summer service format. Some concerns were ad-
dressed and the committee will continue to work to
smooth things out as we try this new form of wor-
ship.

Visioning Committee : (Nancy Anderson) Will
meet in August.

Pastor's Report:  (Pastor Becky) Pastor Becky
shared with Council the remarks she plans to make
at the semi-annual meeting on July 12. She re-
ported that the new labyrinth pavers have arrived
and will be ready to be placed. Melissa Burnett has
approached her about starting a Landscape Com-
mittee. Concerns about the mower and possible
purchase of an edger will be addressed at the con-
gregational meeting.

Western Association has started a treasury and
has asked that all churches in the association con-
sider making a contribution. Judith will get more in-
formation on this.

Pastor Becky reported that General Synod was
wonderful. She was assigned to a committee work-
ing on health care reform. The Single Governance
resolution was also approved.

Pastor Becky will be on vacation July 19-26.
supply preachers have been secured.

Old Business: Council reviewed some job de-
scription updates. Mary Lou continues to work on
these, with input from Council. The semi-annual
meeting (7/12) agenda was set.

New Business :: Kids First let us know that the
last inspector that came out expressed some con-
cern about keeping the tile in the bathrooms clean,
and had asked about the possibility of replacing the
grout. Tona will speak to the inspector to get more
information on this. The bathrooms are currently
being steam cleaned by Lee.

Church opener for August will be Nancy Ander-
son.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 with the
Lord’'s Prayer.

Mary Lou Datema, secretary
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Board of Christian Education met on July 28,
2009. Members present included Eleanor Berger,
Mia Datema, Joyce Burton, Chuck Andrews, Christy
Graham and Pastor Becky. Members absent in-
cluded Tona Griggs, Butch Stillman and Liz Stafford.

Standing reports:
Superintendent’s report: Eleanor Berger

We are still in need of a Superintendent.
Anyone interested should contact Eleanor or a
member of the Board.

Pastor’s report: Pastor Becky

Pastor Becky commented that she has spo-
ken with Jami about her concern that the youth
have not done anything this summer and they
have not been coming to church this summer.
Jami explained that they had a couple of outings
planned but everyone’s schedules did not work
out and they were cancelled. Pastor Becky
asked Jami to schedule a meeting for August so
that she could meet with the youth and try to get
them active again. Also, Becky would love the
youth to come to church this summer so they
could experience the new worship service and
give feedback.

Old Business:

VBS.: We enjoyed working with Prince of Peace
Lutheran for VBS and plan to work with them
again next year . As agreed earlier, VBS will be
at our church next summer. Eleanor reported
that we did buy too much food based on the at-
tendance numbers from previous years that
Prince of Peace had given us. In past years,
they had done a daytime VBS and had an atten-
dance of 40-50 kids. This year, they switched to
an evening time and the attendance was 20-25.

New Business:

Rally Day — September 20. Due to several families
being gone on September 13, Rally Day has
been changed to September 20. We will have
an “Old Fashion Rally Day” with a picnic and ice
cream social following worship. More informa-
tion will be forthcoming in the September Mes-
senger and weekly bulletins. The adult class will
begin Sunday School based on the curriculum
so they will begin before September 20.

Swim Party. A discussion was held about having
another swim party at Chesterfield and it was
decided that January or February would be a
good time. A date will be set later.

Hayride/Bonfire.: We will host a hayride/bonfire at
the Datema “Ranch” again this fall. A tentative
date has been set for Saturday, October 17. In-
formation will be provided in the October Mes-
senger and in the weekly bulletins.

The next meeting of the Board of Christian Edu-
cation will be on Tuesday, August 25.

Christy Graham
Secretary
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July 12, 2009

The meeting was called to order immediately after worship by Council president Tona Griggs. The min-
utes of the January 11 meeting were reviewed and approved.

Financial Secretary : (Shirley Datema) Shirley stated that as of June 30, giving is down about $11,000
from last year at this time. Pledges are currently running about $5,000 behind. Since Shirley’s information
was not available for the meeting, the year to date information will be included in the next Messenger.

Treasurer : (Steve Fortner) Total spending for the first six months of the year was$144,508.98, which in-
cludes both roof and labyrinth costs. Total deposits were $69,367.58.

Endowment Committee:  (John Allen) John reports a current investment value of $178,872.46 in both
mutual funds and CD’s.

Old business : President Tona Griggs reported that new labyrinth pavers are being delivered, to replace
the original ones that had begun to chip. Those people who ordered pavers will be contacted about where
they should be placed. Wickmans has been paid for work satisfactorily completed as well as all materials.
They have not yet been paid for labor, and we will continue to deal with them until work is completed to our
satisfaction.

The roof has been replaced and paid for, and all leaks have been fixed.

At the last congregational meeting, when roof replacement was being considered, the congregation
voted to pursue a loan. A loan has not been necessary, but we have investigated loans with both Bancorp
South and the UCC. The UCC provides loans only for building purposes, and that isn’t what we need. We will
continue to look into a line of credit with either Bancorp South or Bank Midwest—this would give us financial
flexibility, but we would never pay interest on any money we didn’t need to, since we currently have a cash
flow.

New business : Rhonda Glaser and Melissa Burnett have offered to form a sub-committee to focus on
landscaping. Since we’re not sure if the current weed-eater is working, we will check into that to see if a new
one needs to be purchased. It was also recommended that a blower be purchased since sweeping sidewalks
after mowing is very time-consuming. Lawn mowers were reminded to blow off the decks of the mower after
mowing to help maintain our wonderful equipment. It was also recommended that the shrubs be trimmed. A
workday is set for Sept 12, the day before Rally Day.

A sign-up sheet to help Holly Francis after her surgery was passed around.

Pastor’'s Report: Pastor Becky read her report, which included a typical week’s schedule of her duties.
After the report, the floor was opened for discussion regarding concerns of the church, lack of growth in mem-
bership and the new summer worship format. Pastor Becky welcomes all in the congregation to share both
positive feedback and concerns with her or any member of an appropriate committee.

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 12:45 and was followed by a carry-in dinner.

Mary Lou Datema, secretary
——
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& )&. & Please note: Price Cutter Floral can pro-
AR * vide a pair of two altar arrangements for
& Altar $40, including delivery to the church. The

)& . Flowers flower chart is on the easel in the narthex.

Each time the post office notifies us When you sign up, please note whether you wish to
of an address change, it costs 50¢ order them through the church or get the flowers on

Please help the church save money by notifying your own. If you order flowers through the church,

h ffi f dd h bef h please make a check to the church and write
the office of any address changes before the “Flowers” on the memo line and enclose in an enve-

Post Office does. Thank you! lope marked “Flowers”.




Summary 2009 January February March Aprii May June Six Month Totals
Proposed (Budget) Spending $13,973.18 $12,519.18 $15,300.68 $12,469.18 $12,601.68 $14,798.18 $81,662.08
Actual (Budgeted) Spending $11,121.47 $10,415.50 $12,469.61 $10,630.73 | $12,583.54 $12,401.90 $69,5631.75
Passthru Spending $1,468.08 $225.00 $691.45 $450.00 $80.97 $240.00 $3,155.48
Passthru Spending Building $0.00 $1,200.00 $32,404.87 $580.55 $731.88 $16.55 $34,933.85
Non-Budgeted Spending $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Labyrinth Spending $0.00 30.00 $13,398.87 $0.00 $139.03 | $23,350.00 $36,887.90
Total Spending $12,580.53 $11,840.50 $58,964.80 $11,670.28 $13,5635.42 $36,008.45 $144,508.98
Offering Income 2009 $8,046.50 $8,392.50 $9,734 .50 $9,532.50 $9,234.25 $7,781.77 $62,722.02
Passthru Income $50.00 $3,372.41 $69.00 $2,724.00 $27.00 $295.00 $6,537.41
Passthru Income Building $100.00 $818.43 $100.00 $285.90 $5,100.00 $0.00 $6,404.33
Kids First Rent $524.50 $524.50 $524.50 $524.50 $524.50 $0.00 $2,622.50
Wedding Income 30.00 $0.00 $250.00 $0.00 $250.00 $0.00 $500.00
Expense Reimbursements $0.00 $135.25 $70.57 $0.00 $375.50 $0.00 $581.32
Total Deposits $8,721.00 $13,243.09 $10,748.57 | $13,066.90| $15511.25 $8,078.77 $69,367.58
Total Deposits Less Total Spending ($3,868.53) $1,402.59 | ($48,216.23) $1,496.62 $1,975.83 | ($27,931.68) ($75,141.40)
Checking Account Balance $1,527.86 $2,930.45 $714.22 $3,810.84 $5,786.67 | ($1,145.01)

Passthru Liabilities $17,862.21 $21,009.62 $20,387.17 | $22664.17 | $22607.20| $22,662.20

Passthru Liabilities Building $1,346.55 $964.98 | ($31,339.89)| ($31,634.54) ($27,266.42)| ($27,282.97)

Money Market $55,395.29 [ $100,615.07 | $100,676.82 $54,732.31 $53,167 42 $53,201.21

Interest on Money Market $68.20 $61.75 $55.49 $35.11 $33.79 $25.35 $269.69
Withdrawl $46,000.00 $1,600.00 $21,000.00 $68,600.00
Deposit $45,161.58 $45,161.58
Balance $100,615.07 | $100,676.82 $54,732.31 $53,1687.42 | $53,201.21 $32,226.56

Building Maintenance CD $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58

Interest on Certificate Deposit

Balance $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58 $3,467.58

CD $44 969.64 CLOSED

Interest on Certificate Deposit $191.94 $191.94
Balance $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Total Cash | $105,610.51 | $107,074.85 | $58,914.11 | $60,445.84 | $62,455.46 | $34,549.13 |




Thank You
Notes
A Special Thank You to Pastor Becky for all her

many calls to us during our Mother’s illness. There
are no words to express how much it meant to us
when she offered to officiate at our Mother’s funeral.
when there were problems with the pastor at her
church. The service was a lovely tribute to our
Mother.

Judith Bartell

Cynthia Gromer

Jane Kopek

Julia Hammell

__—

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for al the
many acts of kindness. since my mother’s illness
and death and our car accident.

A special thank you to Women'’s Fellowship for
the beautiful prayer shawl.

Your care and concern has meant so much to
us.

Judith & Lee Bartell

_—

I would like to take this opportunity to express
my thanks and gratitude to my family of church
friends for all of the cards, calls, well wishes and es-
pecially prayers during the time of my Mother’s ill-
ness and death. Also for the love and support | re-
ceived after our auto accident.

| do believe PRAYERS and love speed recovery.

Love to you all,
Cynthia Gromer

_—

| want to express my sincere gratitude for the
kindness of the congregation. The meals for my fam-
ily that were delivered to our home, helped us tre-
mendously. This has been a difficult year for my
family due to my fight with cancer and surgery. | am
so blessed that remission is finally something we are
able to look forward to. Your prayers and kind
thoughts have truly helped us.

Thank you again,
The Francis Family
Holly, Jordan Gracie & Logan

Thank you for your congregation’s recent gift of
$83.33 to our campus ministry @ The House. Your
continuing support is important and greatly appreci-
ated.

Best wishes,

Rev. Howard C. Cavner

Campus Minister

_—

June 30 Thank you for your generous gift of
$118.66 in support of the council of Churches of the
Ozarks. In accordance with you intentions, your gift
will be put to work right away in support of all our
programs.

Kindest regards,

The Rev. David W. Hockensmith, Jr. D. Min.

Executive Director

WOMEN'S GUILD
Minutes of July 9, 2009

The Women’s Guild met July 9 with 11 members
present. There is no meeting in August.

The devotion was given by Patsy Summers. It was a
paper written by her son, Wesley, called “Reflections
on Life”.

The minutes were read and Judy Bartell gave the
treasurer’s report. Our balance was $411.44. We
received a thank-you note from Cynthia Gromer for
her prayer shawl.

We need more “Best Choice” labels. The food items
brought to the Crosslines pantry could have the
“Best Choice” bar code removed.

Under new business, Rita Allen brought a book on
“Prayer Shawils. It was passed around so each
member could pick a prayer.

We forgot to publicize our out-reach for this month
so we will keep the Violence Center as our project
for September as well.

Patsy mentioned several organizations for future
consideration as out-reach projects. We closed with
the Lord’s Prayer.

Delicious refreshments were served by Liz Jordan
and Virginia Blumenstock.

Virginia Blumenstock
Secretary



Women’s Guild is participating in a
Prayer Shawl ministry. We invite
anyone who can knit or crochet to

™ join us. The shawls are given, with a
blessing, to church members who need our love and
support. There is a basket on the Narthex floor for
donations of new yarn and a sample shawl. Please
call Loy Swanson at 881-8801 for simple instruc-
tions.

Women's Guild Prayer Shawl Min

YOU CAN HELP BY SAVING the following items
for various worthwhile causes. Collection containers
are on the narthex tables. Best Choice UPC bar
codes, Campbell Soup labels, General Mills Box
Tops for Education, and printer cartridges. (Board of
Service Ministries earns money for publicity.)
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. . SERVICES THIS MONTH
Bring Crosslines Food

"&- 12
The Kitchen at 4:15 pm

"&- #3
Guest Speaker

"&- 3%

The church will be opened in
The month of August by:
Nancy Anderson

CROSSLINES REPORT

During our July 14™ Crosslines
Day, groceries and milk were
given to 39 families for a total
of 74 people . Our Crosslines pantry can alwaysuse
more of the following: spaghetti sauce and spa-
ghetti, peanut butter, jelly, soup, Ramen noodles,
crackers, jello and pudding, dried beans, cornbread
mix, canned luncheon loaf, tuna, pork 'n' beans,
canned vegetables and fruit, soap, shampoo, toilet
paper, and bags.
Please bring food items by Sunday, August 9",
as our next Crosslines Day is August 11. Thanks to
all who help provide for our monthly Crosslines Day!

Frofecr of fe
Council Gf Chwrches of the Ozarks
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If you wish your memorial to go to the Endow-
ment Fund, please make sure to write your wish in
the memo line of your check. If you do not specify,
the funds will be placed in the general memorial
fund.

Fund List — Memorial, Endowment, Christian
Education, Evangelism, Music Scholarship, Building
and Grounds, and Unrestricted.

CON GRATULATION N
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Chris and Robyn Brammer
Are proud to announce the arrival of:

Wyatt Leo Russell Brammer

Arrived: Monday, July 13th at 6:17 pm

Weight: 8 1b, 14 oz.
Length: 22 inches
_—

Betty Huenke
Is proud to announce the arrival of a
Great-Grandson:

Clayton Lane Hosbach
Son of Erin & Darren Hosback of Marionville

Arrived: Wednesday, July 22nd
Weight: 8 Ib, 3 0z. Length: 2linches
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SANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays

3 Norman Steinhauer (87) 20 Betty Weber

Wes Summer 21 Mark Gelner
4 Mia Datema Stacey Lilvingstone
5 Sadie Harper Thomas Scully
8 Jessie Cannaday 23 William Cannady

Susan Long Jeff Peacher
10 Ty Shurtz (96) 24 Shanee’ Rahmoeller
11 Vanessa Gonzenbach 25 Tim Kruger
13 Clint Burton 26 Tommy Kruse

Dan Kruger 27 Richard Datema
15 Alex Gannon 28 Mike Datema

Mac Gannon 29 Dr. Steve Dodge
17 Tyler Bartell

Anniversaries

1 Kenneth & Ida Lois We- 17 Adam & Angela Gannon

ber (61) _ Kent & Betty Weber (36)
3 Casey & Abby Ventrillo 20 Dennis & Cynthia Gromer (43)
4 Jim & Sherri Jordan (25) Derek & Summer Rund

Greg & Wendy Pace 22 Trent & Amanda Moeller
6 Dwayne & Evelyn Blumenstock (60) 23 Gene & Gerry Duillo (42)

Tim & Susan Thompson (26) Jeff & Lisa Peacher
12 Bob & Doris McMinn (42) 24 Chuck & Marilyn Stockman (26)
13 Richard & Lorinda Rehagen 25 Rev Robert & Aileen Dohm (59)

30 Anthony & Michelle Hunt
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% 0+ 4 . will not meet in the month of August. The next meeting will be Sept. 10th

SN at 1:00 pm when the outreach project will be the Violence Center. We can still use your help
Women's collecting Best Choice labels. Please consider buying Best Choice item for Crosslines dona-
Guild tions as well as for home. Please cut out the bar codes and leave them in the fishbowl in the

narthex or give them to Flo Valentine. These labels help provide additional service projects.

0 4.
Will meet on Sunday, August 9th at 1 pm.

6 ++ 7 are in the south parking lot. Anyone wanting to mark a place for their
paver, please call Nancy Anderson at 863-7309 for a number that will help determine your placement.

Board of Service Ministries  will meet on Monday, August 3rd at 7:00 pm.
Council will meet on Thursday, August 11 at 6:30 pm.

Fish Day is Tuesday August 11th.

Friendship Circle will meet Tuesday, August 18 at 7:00 pm.

Visioning Committee  will meet Tuesday, August 18 at 6:00 pm

Board of Christian Education  will meet Tuesday, August 25th at 6:30 pm.

' & ( )) «C )
You are invited to come to the church to pray for discernment on where God is calling
us as a congregation. We will have prayer time on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month at noon. The prayer meeting times for this month are Tuesday, August
11th and 25th.



TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 2009
2008 2008 2009 2009 2009
MONTH INCOME EXPENSES INCOME EXPENSES BUDGET
January $12,843.28 $14,105.78 $8,721.00 $12,589.53 $13,973.18
February $10,352.93 $11,486.45 $13,122.09 $11,840.50 $12,519.18
March $18,535.07 $16,499.27 $10,678.00 $13,803.93 $15,300.68
April $15,517.71 $13,557.35 $13,066.90 $11,570.28 $12,469.18
May $16,555.88 $29,607.56 $15,511.25 $13,535.42 $12,601.68
June $13,100.00 $16,269.75 $8,076.77 $12,641.90 $14,798.18
July $12,217.89 $13,664.47 $11,969.18
August $14,110.42 $12,599.08 $12,001.68
September $9,886.00 $14,575.30 $14,698.18
October $12,814.48 $13,423.81 $13,169.18
November $15,640.00 $11,683.90 $13,022.53
December $22,717.17 $21,175.19 $13,559.18
OTHER FUNDS NOTE: Income and Expenses include the total in-
come and expenses for the month.
Money Market $32,226.56
Building Fund CD $3,467.58 ; o )
Regular Checking ($1.145.01) rolfada;i remember to bring your pledged giving up
TOTAL CASH: $34,549.13
. A review of the budget vs. actual may be obtained
2009 YTD Non-Budgeted Spending L :
Labyrinth $36.887.90 from the church office, if desired.
Building & Repairs $34,933.85
5
5&)
8 )

As part of our church’s outreach

project, four people are needed to

serve on the 3 Sunday of each

month at The Kitchen, 424 E.
Commercial. The sign-up sheet through 2009 is on
the church activities’ bulletin board between the sec-
retary’s office and the confirmation pictures. Thank
you to those people who have already signed up.
There is still room for others. Volunteers should ar-
rive at The Kitchen at 4:15 pm and will be finished by
6 PM. For more information, please contact Nancy
Anderson 863-7309.
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