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“School days, rule days, good 
old golden school days, reading and 
writing and arithmetic taught to the 
tune of a hickory stick.” As a kid, 
when school started up each year, I 
was excited. I could not wait to see 
friends not seen in the summer and 
wear all my new outfits. I even 
looked forward to learning. While 
my husband’s best days were the 
last days of school, his worst were 
the last days of summer. To him, 
kids who got excited about school 
seemed abnormal. 

Well, we all have our strange 
quirks. Another of mine is writing.  
When I write, I go somewhere deep 
in my mind and soul. Steven King 
has written a book about this 
strangeness. He calls this strange 
place the “zone,” from zoned-out. 

There in the “zone” ideas come 
to me that I never knew were in me. 
More than likely they were not. I am 
convinced that there in the deep re-
cesses of my being it is the Spirit 
who guides me. 

It takes half an hour to an hour to 
go to this place from which the good 
ideas come. If my train of thought is 
broken, it takes half an hour to an 
hour to get back into the “zone.” 

So, if you try to reach me when 
the secretary is in (8:30 am to 1:00 
pm). She may say, “Pastor Becky 
has asked me to hold all calls 
unless this is an emergency, or you 
need her immediately.” Then when 
hunger pangs bring me up at about 

noon, I return all calls. 
In the afternoon when I’m writ-

ing, or away from the office, you 
will get the answering machine. I 
turn off the ringer to the phone due 
to the large volume of solicitation 
calls. Going in-and-out of zone too 
often causes whiplash, disorienta-
tion, general crankiness, and loss of 
time. 

The voice in the box (which I 
think is still Jan Rund’s) will give 
you both my home and cell phone 
numbers. If you need me immedi-
ately, call my cell phone. I keep it 
turned on and right beside me when 
writing. The only reason I may not 
answer it is because I’m somewhere 
without reception, like the basement 
of Cox Hospital. 

If you are unable to reach me on 
my cell, leave a message at the of-
fice, at my home, and on my cell 
phone. I want to be there for you 
when you need me. 

For you see, the schooling about 
which I got the most excited was 
seminary. For it taught me how to 
be your pastor. As important as I 
think it is to write good sermons, 
Messenger articles, or lesson plans, 
it is even more important to not miss 
an opportunity to be there for you in 
your hour of need or joy. 

So please do not let anything 
block you from getting through to 
me. 
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Roll Call: Members present: Tona Griggs, Nancy 
Anderson, Clo Ella Leverenz, Mike Berger, Rita 
Allen, Mary Lou Datema, Vanessa Gonzenbach, 
Dennis Gromer. Members absent: Linda Marshak. 
 Pastor Becky opened the meeting with a prayer at 
6:35 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes: The minutes from the July 
meeting were read and approved. 
 Before committee reports began, Tony Vialpando 
from Missouri Neon gave a sign update. He 
presented several sign options, using our existing 
base and integrating the UCC logo. The sign would 
be all aluminum and Plexiglas and internally lit. The 
renderings presented provided space for one line of 
moveable type. The background and print colors 
would be our choice; Pastor Becky recommended we 
think about using the red and black colors of our 
denomination. The cost would be $9,036.52. This is 
the cheaper of the two bids received. Originally, 
$7,500 was approved by the congregation for the 
sign and council would like congregation approval 
for the additional amount. Tona, Vanessa and Pastor 
Becky will form a sub-committee to pursue this. 
 
Vice- President: (Linda Marshak) No report. 
 
Financial Secretary: (Mike Berger) Mike reported 
total deposits of $10,217.89 for the month of July. 
This includes $9,542 in offering and pass-throughs 
of $675.89. Average weekly offering for the month 
was $2,385.50. Average Sunday attendance was 80. 
Both attendance and offering are down some 
compared to last year. Mike has only heard from one 
person who inquired about the status of their pledged 
giving since his presentation at the congregational 
meeting. This will continue to be monitored 
quarterly. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: (Vanessa Gonzenbach) Total 
income for the month of July was $12,217.89.The 
checking account balance for the end of July was 
$4,153.18. Total spending for the month was 
$13,664.47, so a little more was spent than what we 
took in. The balance on the building CD fund was 
steady at $3,290.13. The CD balance, including 
interest, was $44,296.60. The money market fund 
had a balance of $67,659.86. Total assets were listed 
at $119,230.37. Vanessa noted that when the 

labyrinth is finished, we will have $45,000 to 
$50,000 less in the money market fund. 
 
Strategic Planning: (Vanessa Gonzenbach) No 
report. 
 
Board of Service Ministries: (Clo Ella Leverenz) 
Pastor Becky reported that flyers featuring church 
programs are being readied for distribution in the 
neighborhood prior to Rally Day. A summer mission 
trip for next year with Habitat for Humanity is being 
investigated as well as a possible trip to Nicaragua 
through the Rainbow Network in 2010. 
 
Board of Christian Education : (Tona Griggs) 
Bible School went well. Average attendance was 8 or 
9 each night, with plenty of volunteers. Joyce and 
Tona will be cleaning out closets soon to make room 
for Kids First. Sunday School teachers will be 
introduced on Rally Day. 
 
Worship and Music: (Rita Allen) No report. 
 
Library : (Rita Allen) Rita reported that the library 
board has re-aligned some volunteer positions, and 
new members are working on learning the computer 
program for processing books. Rita suggested a need 
to find out why the library isn’t being used more 
often and wants to especially encourage children to 
use the library. 
 
Bookkeeping: No report 
 
Building and Grounds.(Tona Griggs) It was noted 
that mowing has become a little more tricky with the 
placement of utility flags. Seed instead of sod will be 
used around the labyrinth and completed pavers will 
be picked up on Saturday, Aug. 16. An outside 
workday will be scheduled before Rally Day. 
 Ronda Spence has compiled all the information 
pertaining to the roof leaks. The issue is still not 
resolved between adjustors and roofing companies, 
and we are still getting conflicting information. Tona 
is looking for one person who can take this over and 
resolve the issue, as Ronda will be leaving us to 
move to Omaha, NE. Ronda’s done a great job as 
Building Supervisor! 
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Everyone is invited to join us on 
Sunday, Sept. 7th to celebrate St. 
John’s Chapel’s Grand Opening 
of the Labyrinth. The first to 
walk the labyrinth will be a litur-
gical dancer accompanied by a 

harpist. The opening walk will begin at approxi-
mately 11:25 am. Then anyone wishing can walk the 
labyrinth. We will also be welcoming Kid’s First 
Preschool back to school with a fellowship dinner 
immediately following the opening ceremony. The 
meal will be provided by Council and Kid’s First. An 
offering will be taken at the meal to help offset the 
cost of the mulch in the playground area. 

COUNCIL MEETING DAY/TIME 
CHANGING SEPT. — DEC. 

Due to a conflict of a valued council 
member who will be teaching on Tues-
day evenings the fall semester, Council 

meetings will be moving to the 2nd Thursday of each 
month for the months of September through Decem-
ber, 2008.  Our first meeting on the new schedule 
will be Thursday, September 11 at 6:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Chapel members are welcome at any 
council meeting.  We welcome you to visit.  And re-
member, we still have openings for 3 council mem-
bers from the 2008 election (at this point, you’d only 
be serving 2-1/2 years of a 3-year term—what a 
deal!). 

The Western Association Fall Fellow-
ship Rally will be on Saturday, Sept. 
27th. The meeting will be in Kansas 
City at the Country Club Congrega-
tional Church, Rev. Scott Howell, 
Pastor. The meeting is from 9 am until 
3 pm. The cost is $15/person, and it 

includes a Kansas City Barbeque lunch. The registra-
tion deadline is Friday, Sept. 19. 

The theme of the Fall Gathering is “I Love My 
Church Because . . .” The rally will be a day of fun 
and celebration as we lift up the many gifts and min-
istries that God has established within the faith com-
munities of our Association. 

Here are a few pre-rally activities: 
* Invite individual members and friends to play 

with the phrase “I love my church be-
cause…” before our gathering 

* As a congregation, 
* Complete the phrase “I love my church 

because. . .” as a way of introducing your 
community to the other congregations in 
the Western Association. Then, take or 
select a photograph that reflects or 
matches this statement. 

* Identify your community’s favorite hymn. 
* Identify your community’s favorite/best 

dessert and bring it with you to the rally. 
* Invite your youth to attend the rally and, 

as a group, be prepared to share a story of 
something they love about your church. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED —  
ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will 
receive on Sunday, October 5th, supports the UCC’s 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by 
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a 
wide array of local and national justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. 
Through UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice 
and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news 
updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of jus-
tice issues. Working with members of the UCC Jus-
tice and Peace Action Network (a network of thou-
sands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice 
and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy 
work on issues such as the federal budget, voting 
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil 
liberties, and environmental justice. 

Neighbors in Need also supports our American 
Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offer-
ing supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian 
Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the 
UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, 
Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Ho-
cak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and 
northern Nebraska. 

Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reser-
vations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congrega-
tion in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and 
their pastor are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an 
invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals 
from dozens of other tribes and nations who are 
members of other UCC congregations in the U.S. 

Neighbors in Need helps make another world 
possible. It needs your support. 

Budget Items 
are due 

Monday, Sept. 15th. 
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PROJECT LIST 
FOR WORK DAY, 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
AT 10:30 A.M. 

In preparation for the Grand 
Opening of the Labyrinth and Rally Day, we will 
host a church work day on Saturday, September 6th 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

It’s growing and growing. There will be work 
inside and out, so everyone is welcome! 

· Weed 
· Roundup weeds in parking lot and sidewalk 

cracks 
·  Touchup the wood on our church pews 
·  Thorough cleaning of Narthex entryways 
What else do you have to add? Please contact 

Tona Griggs at c#860-3391 or h#886-1170. 
A pizza lunch will be provided for all those who 

join us. 
The tables will be up for Rally Day for your 

group to set up a display (the church will be open at 
9 am). Each group is asked to use only half of a ta-
ble. If there are any new groups that did not set up 
last year, please let me, or Pastor Becky, know in 
case we need more tables set up. 

The Members of St. 
John’s Chapel UCC are 
invited to attend the wedding 
of Kristy McDonald and 
Thad Nelson on Saturday, 

October 4th, at 6:30 pm. A cake reception will 
immediately follow. Please RSVP by 
September 15th to krisemcd@hotmail.com or 
417-485-3887. 

Members are also invited to attend a 
Bridal Shower on September 6th at 2:00 pm. 
at the Panera Bread on National Avenue 
(Intersection of National and Elm). 

The bride and groom are registered at 
Great Southern Travel (CJ Crow - 417-888-
4 4 8 8 ) .  P l e a s e  R S V P  t o 
Samantha.Nelson@mshp.dps.mo.gov. 

It is time for me to move on: I 
will be leaving Springfield on 
9-13-08, with my last Sunday 
being on 9-7-08. It is hard for 
me to express what all of you 

have meant to me and my spiritual growth. That first 
day that I walked into St. John’s Chapel, I was a lost 
soul that had been searching for well over twenty 
years. Searching for what, I was not sure. That day, 
Pastor Becky spoke of the prodigal son whose story 
seems to resonate within me. I really felt that I had 
come home to a God I had been searching for in too 
many other places. All of you made me feel so wel-
come and a part of this family. It has been a real joy 
to get to know God, all of you, and myself. I will 
miss you. I received an old pew Bible from Becky, 
and I’m having Nancy Anderson put it in the Nar-
thex. I would ask that if you feel like it, to highlight 
your favorite Bible passage or jot a brief note in the 
note section. I can then take this with me, and when I 
am missing you, I can find the little gems of wisdom, 
humor, or thought provoking passages. I love you all. 

Ronda Spence (the Hat Lady) 
9622 Miami St. 
Omaha, NE 68134-5660 
402-885-8985 

Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008 
9 a.m. 

 
���
��� ����� ��� ���� ���� �������� ���
����
�� ������ � ��
������ 
�� !� 
 " �
������#����
���������"�����
�����"��
����$���������������%����#������
�� ���

&�� ���� �
����'� ������ #���� 
�� �����
�� �

���� ��� ����
���������� 
����� �����
"�(� ��""������� 
��� �����#���� �
�������#���������"
��������
������������
���$����� �

)�� !*+,(� 
� ������ "�������#���� �
��� ��
��� ��� ���� ��� -
��#����� �
��(� 
��� ��������� 
��� ��
������ #���� 
�� ��� ��-
�����������
�����������-�����������
�������� �

.��������#����
�����"����������������#���
�����"��

���#����"������������#���
����� �/��#����
�������
 �����
������#���
�����(�
��� � ���
����

������
��
�����
�
��
� ��
!� ��"

�� ��
�"���#� ���
��� ����
��� ���
���� 
��
011-02!3�����"
��� ����
�����4�
������� ���  �

5��6�� ������� ���� ��"�� 
��� ��
��(� ����
�(� �����"-

���2�
��!�
 " �

/����������#
��������������������	
����5
� �
�
����
�����������������������(�
���
�����������

Koinonia’s will meet on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20th at Mike and Eleanor Ber-
ger’s house. Their house is at 6554 N. 
Deer Lane in Springfield. 
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Stewardship: (Dennis Gromer) Dennis will work to 
send out pledged giving reminder letters. He will 
have a letter for the council to review by August 26. 
 
Department of Spirituality : (Nancy Anderson) No 
report. 
 
Visioning: (Nancy Anderson) No report. 
 
Old business: The 40th Anniversary celebration went 
very well; thanks to all who helped in any way. Clo 
Ella reported that about $175 in unused funds will be 
refunded back to council. 
 A Pastor/Parish Relations Committee meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for August 28 at 6:30 pm 
. The job descriptions committee has not yet met 
as a group. 
 Tona is looking for other church’s policies to 
serve as examples as we update our sexual 
misconduct policy. 
 As far as new church software goes, Tona is 
looking at two, Powerchurch and Seeker Works. She 
will also talk to Martha about our existing software. 
We are looking for something that can integrate all 
reports into one package. 
 The mulch cost for Kids First was $1,100. Tona 
will approach them to see if they would be interested 
in helping with a fellowship dinner with costs going 
to defray part of that overall amount. The thinking is 
that the church would then pay 50% of the remaining 
cost after dinner donations. If the preschool is 
interested in doing this, Rita offered to coordinate the 
dinner. 
 Kids First has also asked that the flower vases in 
the hallway be moved to the garage, that the church 
pew in the hallway be shampooed, that outlets be 
replaced in one classroom and tiles replaced in their 
office. Tona reported no tiles will be fixed until the 
roof issue is resolved for good. 
 
New business: The pastor’s call agreement will be 
reviewed as part of the Pastor/Parish Relations 
Committee meeting. Council members should review 
the agreement and provide Tona with any comments 
or questions by Tuesday, 8/19. 
 Dennis will begin work on a stewardship drive 
for this fall. 
 A church workday is scheduled for September 6, 
beginning around 10:30 am. All church members are 

$��	��	�
�� ������!
�'&� invited to participate in sprucing things up for Rally 
Day. 
 Mary Lou will be teaching at OTC on Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights this fall. Council agreed to 
meet on the second Thursday of the month through 
December to accommodate this. The September 
meeting will be scheduled for Sept. 11. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm with the 
Lord’ Prayer. 

Mary Lou Datema, Secretary 

Friendship Circle 
Minutes of August 19, 2008 

Friendship Circle met on August 19. Helen 
Keeton gave the devotional from Hugs for Friends. 

The minutes were read and approved, and the 
treasurer reported a balance of $1,078.41. 

Thank you’s were read from Kristy McDonald 
and David and Debbie Rahmoeller. 

On Crosslines Day, 52 families with a total of 
113 people were fed. The cost for food was lower, 
thanks to the donations from Bible School and 
church members. Thirteen cards were sent by Helen 
Keeton. Kristy McDonald had asked the Circle to do 
her wedding reception Oct. 4th. 

Under New Business, a new sign for the Bazaar 
was approved. Margaret Dodge will take care of or-
dering the sign. 

This year, our project for the Festival of Sharing 
will be pennies for the Festival of Sharing. Between 
now and October, we will have jars for donations of 
loose change in several areas in the church. This 
money will be given to those who are less fortunate. 

After the business meeting, we worked in the 
kitchen to clean and organize things in the new is-
land and cabinets. 

Our Hostesses, Helen Keeton and Jeanne Hel-
frecht, treated us to ice cream and homemade cake. 

Submitted by Judith Bartell 

��
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Communion 

 Rally Day 

  Sunday School Begins 

Teacher Dedication Day 

  Grand Opening of the Labyrinth 

 Fundraising Dinner with Kids First Preschool 
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Board of Service Ministries Meeting 
Minutes from August 5, 2008 

  
The monthly meeting of the Board of Service 

Ministries (BOSM) was called to order by Chairper-
son Elaine Tebbenkamp at the Chapel at 7:08 pm. In 
attendance were Pastor Becky, Beverly Graham, 
Johna Steinhauer, Elaine and Gary Tebbenkamp. 
Pastor Becky offered prayer to begin the meeting. 
Minutes of the July meeting were approved after re-
view.  

The financial report, given by Johna at the meet-
ing, was later reviewed by her and corrected to note 
an under-reporting of $32. The balance of budgeted 
amount was corrected to $1,230.81 plus $515.01 in 
endowments, etc., giving BOSM a total balance of 
$1,745.82. The total balance for July was corrected 
to $1,713.82. Also noted was the upcoming expense 
for Chapel pens for visitors and $202 for printing of 
the new visitors brochure.  

Pastor Becky’s report included a summary of vis-
its to members/friends of the Chapel who have health 
or other challenging conditions. In preparation for 
Rally Day on Sunday, September 7, flyers describing 
Chapel program activities (Spiritual Development, 
Biblical Interpretation, Grace and Weight and the 
Labyrinth) will be prepared in such a way that they 
can be passed out in door-to-door canvassing. The 
FROG youth group will be asked to assist in the can-
vassing project. Each Chapel group/organization is 
asked to prepare a display board describing the ac-
tivities and highlights of that ministry. All presenta-
tions will be set up in the fellowship hall for Rally 
Sunday. The Labyrinth is expected to be completed 
and ready for dedication on Rally Sunday. A liturgi-
cal dancer and harpist will perform as part of the 
dedication ceremony.  

Focus Group reports: From the Evangelism Fo-
cus Group, Elaine reported that announcement cards 
will be sent to all Chapel families with children and 
youth inviting them to attend Rally Sunday activities. 
A summary of the attendance report for the past 
month was given. The Chapel website is still being 
updated. The ink jet cartridges were sent last month 
to a recycling company, but payment has not yet ar-
rived.  

The Membership Care report from Beverly noted 
that there will be a fellowship dinner on Sunday, No-
vember 16th. It will be a fundraiser for the adult mis-
sion trip and the choir will be asked to be hosts.  

The Mission/Outreach report raised the question 
of whether there was a local Habitat For Humanity 
project in which the Chapel congregation could par-
ticipate this Fall. A summer 2009 project is also be-
ing planned. 

The Publicity report included a discussion about 
having the St. John’s Chapel road sign installed 
again in a location near the Chapel. The sign is cur-
rently at the side of the garage. Radio ads will re-
sume on KSMU. 

The meeting closed at 8:30 pm with a unison 
Lord’s Prayer. 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 2 at 
7 p.m. at the Chapel. 

Submitted by Gary Tebbenkamp, Secretary 

With much appreciation to Marga-
ret Dodge, the Board of Service 
Ministries has new pamphlets to 
give to visitors to our church. Since 
many BOSM members are in the 
choir, we continue to ask for your 

assistance in greeting our guests. If you see a visitor, 
please lead them to the Welcome table, and offer 
them both a pamphlet and an ink pen, purchased for 
this very purpose. As you do so, secure any informa-
tion you can: name, phone, address, ... and report 
info to a BOSM member. We will follow up. Cur-
rently, Gary and Elaine, Johnna, Beverly, Cynthia, 
Clo, and Kristy McDonald serve on this committee. 

If a church member would like to purchase a pen, 
please donate a dollar or so to any member of the 
BOSM so that we can replenish the supply as 
needed. The ink pens are great advertising as they 
are engraved with our church name and the fact that 
we are celebrating our 40th anniversary. Thanks so 
much for your continued support to help make our 
church all it can be. 

—Elaine Tebbenkamp 

FESTIVAL OF SHARING PRO-
GRAM.  The Friendship Circle is 
again supporting the Festival of Shar-
ing Program. This year, in lieu of 
making kits, we are asking for people 
to  SHARE THEIR LOOSE 
CHANGE. We have placed 3 jars out 
in various places until Oct. 6th; then, 

we will collect and send the amount to Festival of 
Sharing Project for them to use where needed. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �& �

 

�)�����*�)+�*+������,��-�����

.����/��*���,�
Will meet Thursday, Sept. 11, in the Fellowship Hall at 1 pm. Our program will be given by a representa-

tive of a Price Cutter Floral department. She will demonstrate the building of a beautiful floral arrangement. 
We will be taking a special monetary offering to be given to The Kitchen, our September Outreach project. 

*��0�+��*��1������+����,�+���+����
Meetings will resume at 12 noon for a potluck carry-in lunch in September. The date is not known at the time 
of printing. See Esther Steinhauer or Loy Swanson for details. 

1+���,�0�)���+����
Will meet on Tuesday, September 16th at 7 pm. 
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Will be meeting on Sunday, September 14th at 1 pm at Ruby Tuesday’s located at 4121 S. National. 

���/��2+��0�+0��,�
Will meet at 7:30 am at Scramblers on Republic Rd. just west of National Avenue on September 16th. All 

men are invited. 

2+��,�1�+��0��.�+�,�
Is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. By 

changing policies, programs and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide help and op-
portunity for beyond the communities in which we live. The next meeting is Saturday, September 6th at 9 am. 

-�������*�����������
Meeting information is not known at the time of printing. See Nancy Anderson or Eleanor Berger for details 
on when meetings will resume. 

 
The lawn mowing volunteer 

sign-up sheet is on the Narthex 
easel bulletin board.  
 

Please see Bob Eggleston if you need more infor-
mation.  

Thanks to August mowers, Gary and Elaine Teb-
benkamp and Karl Kruger. 

Thank you for your congregations recent gift to our Campus Ministry. We highly value 
the support, both financial and in prayers, from congregations like yours. Together we are 
making a faithful difference on the Missouri State campus. 

Sincerely, 
Rev. Howard C. Cavner, Campus Minister 

Thank you for your contribution to support the 
repairs of our church. 

As we move forward with the restoration work, 
we are very thankful for your willingness to assist 
our congregation in accomplishing this monumental 
task. 

Sincerely, 
The Members and Congregation of Gibson 
Chapel Presbyterian Church 
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Special recognition is noted for birthdays over 
80 years and anniversaries over 25 years. 
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3 Gene Diullo  
 Nick Russel  
 Bob Eggleston 
6 Liz Jordan 90 
7 Miguel Gramley 
8 Ronda Spence  
9 Matthew (child) Gromer 
 Brianna Rahmoeller 
 Derek Rund 
 Dean Wohlford 
11 Dr. Edward Williamson 
14 Richard Gelner 
15 Jay Bartell 
 Jami Coffman  
 Janie Scully 
16 Tom Richards 
17 Ryan Warkins 
 Marcus Wolfe 
19 Mary Kloppenborg 
20 Alina Hamm 
21  Jordan Graham 
 Dawson Welde 
 Jim Jordan  
 Jan Rund 
 Deann Hendee 
 Chuck Stockman 
22 Evan Barry 
 Randy Hamm 
23 Fran Klender 
24 Jack Peacher 

25 Ryan Rehagen 
 Mark Zay 
 Virginia Steury 95 
 Joyce Burton 
26 Patsy Summers 
 Mark Dodge 
 Elizabeth Thompson 
 Caleb Hillhouse 
28 Steve Fortner 
29 Keith Burton 
 Kyle Graham 
 Joyce Scroggs 
 Summer Rund 
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5 Becky Hebert & Dean Wolford 
9 James & Michelle Kiras 
14 Troy & Deann Hende  
16 Jim & Dorothy Spencer 48 
19 M/M Jim Barry 49 
26 M/M Tim Zay  26 
28 M/M Ted Hillhouse 
30 Wian & Kristin Fourie 

CAMP AURORA will be closing on Satur-
day, October 4. We need all of the assis-
tance we can get in helping close the camp. 
If anyone has any questions, they can call 
my cell at 839-1339. Thanks! 

—Shari McKinney 
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David Rahmoeller: Has se-
cured a kidney. However, the transplant surgery has 
been cancelled at this time. They should know by the 
end of September if the current donor is able to do-
nate. 

Rev. John Masters: (Former pastor) has been 
moved to the skilled nursing floor at St. John’s. His 
room # is 7108; and if you would like to call, the 
number is 417-820-7000 ext 7108. He would enjoy 
hearing from you. His rehabilitation is going fine; 
however, he has a viral infection in his incision, but 
he is doing fine. 

On Sunday, Sept. 14th, there will be a 
Sponsor Training time from 3-4 pm. 
If you are interested in sponsoring 
someone who has joined the church, 
you will want to come to this meet-
ing. See Beverly Graham for more 
details. 
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We would like to thank Chuck Andrews, Joyce 
Burton and others who assisted with Children’s 
Church during the summer months.    

Children’s Choir: Jami will be asked if she is 
willing to direct the children’s choir again this fall. A 
number of blue cherub choir robes and previously 
used children’s choir music has been found. If any-
one is interested in these items or knows of a church 
that could use them, please let Joyce or a member of 
the Board know. We would like to see these items 
put to good use instead of just being put in boxes and 
stored.  

 
New Business: 
Final plans for Rally Day were discussed. 
 
Upcoming Activities/Events: 
October 11 (tentative date) – annual all-church 

bonfire and cookout at the Datema’s.   
November 15 – Chili supper and Bunco night at 

the chapel beginning at 5:30 pm. The theme for the 
Bunco gift is Christmas. Bring an ornament or deco-
ration or anything “Christmasy”. 

November Board of Christian Education meeting 
– our annual Christmas Board meeting — will be 
held on November 25 at the home of Eleanor Berger. 
All Board members are asked to bring an appetizer 
and an ornament for the gift exchange. 

The next meeting of the Board of Christian Edu-
cation will be on Tuesday, September 23.   

Christy Graham 
Secretary     

Board of Christian Education 
Minutes of August 26, 2008 

Members present included Joyce Burton, Christy 
Graham, Mia Datema, Eleanor Berger, Tona Griggs 
and Pastor Becky. Members absent included Butch 
Stillman and Liz Stafford.   

 
Standing reports: 
Treasurer’s report:  Eleanor Berger 
Eleanor reported a current balance of $733.07. A 

check for $120 will be given to Crosslines. This 
represents the amount collected from the youth Sun-
day School class.   

Superintendent’s report:  Eleanor Berger 
Teachers for the fall include: Lea Ann Kruger 

(Nursery and Pre-K); Jan Rund and Helen Keeton 
(K-6); Liz Stafford (youth); Chris Trumbell (Present 
Word adult class); and Tona Griggs (Contemporary 
Issues adult class). Substitutes for the children are 
Mia Datema and Beverly Graham. Substitutes for the 
adult Sunday school classes are still needed.   

Pastor Becky will teach an adult Bible Study 
course if there are people interested. This could be 
done during the Sunday School hour or possibly one 
day during the week. A sign-up sheet will be avail-
able at Rally Day for those interested.   

Youth:  Joyce Burton  
Joyce reported that Paul and Jami Blackwell are 

taking over as youth directors. Liz Stafford will be a 
co-director and will also teach the youth Sunday 
School class. One of them will be asked to come to 
the Board meeting each month and give a report. 

 
Old Business: 
Vacation Bible School: VBS was again very suc-

cessful.  Director Joyce Burton and all the teachers 
and helpers provided a fun-filled and educational 
week for the children. There were a core group of 12 
children who attended every night and other guests 
along the way. Over 300 food items were collected 
for Crosslines. Joyce announced that she does not 
plan to direct VBS next year so a director or co-
directors will need to be found.   

Sunday School: Rally day will be Sunday, Sep-
tember 7. There will be refreshments provided dur-
ing the regular Sunday School hour (9:00 to 10:00). 
In addition, organizations of the church will have 
displays available with sign-up sheets for upcoming 
groups and activities. The new Sunday School teach-
ers will have their dedication during the worship ser-
vice. 

Congratulations to Clo Ella 
Leverenz on the birth of a 
great-granddaughter, Tayte 
Margaret Brunner, on July 
31st. She joins a sister Finley, 

and her parents are Nathan and Amy Brunner of St. 
Peters, MO. Her grandparents are Bill and Jane 
Brunner. 
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It’s Crop Walk time, again, Oct. 
4, 2008 at 2 pm. Join us to raise 
money to fight World Hunger. 

Every Sunday in September, we will have a table 
in the Narthex to sign up to walk or donate. 

We will also have a pasta dinner after church on 
Sunday, September 28 with proceeds going to the 
Crop Walk sponsored by Church World Services. 
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As part of our church’s outreach 
project, four people are needed to 
serve on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month at The Kitchen, 424 E. 

Commercial. The sign-up sheet through 2008 is on 
the church activities’ bulletin board between the sec-
retary’s office and the confirmation pictures. Volun-
teers should arrive at The Kitchen at 4:15 pm and 
will be finished by 6 pm. For more information, 
please contact Nancy Anderson 863-7309. 
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If you wish your memorial to go to the Endow-
ment Fund, please make sure to write your wish in 
the memo line of your check. If you do not specify, 
the funds will be placed in the general memorial 
fund. 

 
Fund List — Memorial, Endowment, Christian 

Education, Evangelism, Music Scholarship, Building 
and Grounds, and Unrestricted. 

YOU CAN HELP BY SAVING the following 
items for various worthwhile causes. Collection con-
tainers are on the narthex tables. Best Choice UPC 
bar codes, Campbell Soup labels, General Mills Box 
Tops for Education, and printer cartridges. (Board of 
Service Ministries earns money for publicity.) 

The F.R.O.G.’s are excited about 
the new youth room. They have 
purchased a microwave and small 
refrigerator. The goal is to buy 12
-15 bean bag chairs; so, fundrais-
ing plans are underway. 

The youth are busy with school activities over 
the next few months. If anyone has the opportunity 
to attend a high school football game this fall, you 
may find a member of the band, or football team, or 
even a cheerleader that looks familiar.    

The next activity will be a lock-in on Saturday 
September 6th. We will meet at the church at 8 pm 
and enjoy fellowship time before a scavenger hunt. 
The September meeting will be September 21st fol-
lowing church.   

There is an opening for a new 
chairperson for the Mainte-
nance Committee. Ronda 
Spence was the chairperson, 
but she is moving. If you 

would be interested in chairing this committee, 
please see Pastor Becky. 
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Crosslines Report for 
August 12, 2008 

 We served:      52 families 
                        113 people 

Many thanks to all those who made donations 
this summer so our Crosslines project can continue 
to help those in need. All of these acts of kindness 
are very much appreciated!   

Board of Christian Education donated the $160 
offering given during this last school year by Chil-
dren’s Sunday School and their teachers.  

Koinonia gave a cash donation.  
Women’s Guild gives a monthly cash donation 

and collects food at various times. 
The children and teachers in summer Bible 

School donated approximately 250 food items!  
Many individuals generously give gifts of food, 

time, and cash. 
September 9th is our Crosslines Fish Day, so 

please remember to bring food donations by Sunday, 
September 7th. 

����� ����� 	
���� 
	
� ��	�� 
�� 
������ ��������� ��� ���
����������������������������������
	
��	����������� ��	�
�	��	�
��� ! �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � ) �

 

1��.�+��1�+�.�+�0�)�
Price Cutter Floral can provide a pair of 
two altar arrangements for $35, includ-
ing delivery to the church. The flower 

chart is on the easel in the narthex. When you sign 
up, please note whether you wish to order them 
through the church or get the flowers on your own. If 
you order flowers through the church, please make a 
check to the church and write “Flowers” on the 
memo line and enclose in an envelope marked 
“Flowers”. 

OTHER FUNDS 
Money Market $69608.22 
 -  2000.00 Transfer 
  +     51.64 Interest 
  $67659.86 
 
Building Fund CD $ 3290.13    Matured 8/07 
 
Other CD $43963.87 
    163.33 Interest  
 $44127.20 
 
TOTAL ACCOUNT ASSETS: $119,230.37 

A review of the budget vs. actual may be ob-
tained from the church office, if desired. 

Please remember to bring your pledged giving up-
to-date. 

MONTH 2007 
INCOME 

2007 
EXPENSES 

2008 
INCOME 

2008 
EXPENSES 

2008 
BUDGET 

January $12,157.00 $19,064.63 $12,843.28 $14,105.78 $14,917.00 

February $15,435.73 $13,250.23 $10,352.93 $11,486.45 $12,836.00 

March $22,900.00 $30,873.54 $18,535.07 $16,499.27 $18,560.00 

April  $13,278.00 $10,779.05 $15,517.71 $13,557.35 $18,924.00 

May $12,454.24 $22,999.01 $16,555.88 $29,607.56 $12,055.00 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2008 

June $11,700.50 $12,307.08 $13,100.00 $16,269.75 $13,840.00 

July $15,925.00 $12,307.08 $12,217.89 $13,664.47 $13,524.00 

NOTE: Income and Expenses include the total 
income and expenses for the month. 
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Steve and Laura Johnson 
2468 Sweetbriar Dr. 
Fayetteville, AR 72703-6535 
 
Rev. Eddie Hennig 
2863 E. Eastwood St. 
Springfield, MO 65804-1909 
 
Liz Stafford 
2020 E. Bennett St., Apt. B15 
Springfield, MO 65804-1773 
 
Ronda Spence  402-885-8985 
9622 Miami St. 
Omaha, NE 68134-5660 
Email: spence_ronda@yahoo.com 
 
Kristy McDonald—new phone #’s: 
H# 417-485-3887: W# 829-4001, Ext. 106 
 
Tona Griggs new cell: 860-3391 
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Each time the post office notifies us of 
an address change, it costs 50¢. Please 
help the church save money by notifying 

the office of any address changes before the Post Of-
fice does. Thank you!                 

The church will be opened in 
The month of September by: 

Mary Lou Datema 


